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PREFACE. 



The Holy Scriptures are a great store-house of 
biography; much of which is, and ever has been 
highly interesting to the young.^ The great diflSi- 
culty is in leading thpm to a proper method of 
studying it. The best method with which I am 
acquainted is to study, chiefly, the Bible itself, com- 
paring Scripture with Scripture; and having at 
hand for occasional consultation a good " Harmony," 
a Bible Dictionary, and one or more of the best 
Commentaries. As a merely iniellectiLal exercise, I 
know of none which is more happily calculated to 
discipline the mental powers than this; while it is 
DOt only useful in this respect, but pleasant and 
agreeable, and especially valuable on account of its 
moral influence and tendency. To eat and drink 
with those holy, self-denying men, whose history 
fills so many pages of the Bible — to travel with them, 
and enjoy their- conversation — and above all, to 
sympathize with them, though in imagination only, is 
an exercise of no common importance or interest. 

It was, at one time, my intention to add to what 
is here presented, several circumstances of the life 
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4 PREFACE. 

of Peter, which, though Dot found in the Sacred 
Volume, are believed by many profane writers ; and 
which are certainly very interesting. But on further 
reflection, it was thought unsafe to expose the young 
mind to the danger of confounding what is at best 
doubtful with what is of unquestionable authenticity: 
they were therefore omitted. 

If this little volume should not prove a means of 
leading the reader to study, with increased interest, 
the hfe of Peter in the Scriptures themselves ; — if he 
should rest contented with that view of his charac- 
ter, which is, at best, but an imperfect one, the ends 
which I had in view in preparing it will not be an- 
swered. True, it may be read, as I trust, with some 
advantage, considered as a mere piece of biography. 
Still, if it have no higher effect,— if it advance no 
young mind, nor draw any young heart — with the 
Divine Blessing — towards the Author and Source of 
life, light, and immortality, the study of it is, at most, 
« of the earth, earthy." 

That it may subserve a nobler purpose, however, — 
that it may lead parents, and children, and teachers, 
and especially the teachers and members of Sabbath 
schools and Bible classes, to a more earnest, patient, 
and laborious investigation of Scripture, and Scrip- 
ture character, and thus prove useful to the Church 
and to the world, is the hearty wish of 

THE AUTHOR. 
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THE 

LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The history of Peter Is one of the most in- 
teresting in the whole Bible, and it is not a lit- 
tle surprising that it should have been so rarely 
made a subject of study in Sabbath schools and 
Bible classes. Peter was evidently a man of 
strong feelings and passions ; of an unbounded 
zeal in whatever he undertook ; and yet per- 
fectly simple and childlike in his manners and 
habits. It is very rare that we find any thing 
like art or dissimulation in what he said or did. 
He was, most evidently, the kind relative and 
the faithful fiiend and companion. He was 
also one of the truest disciples of his Lord and 
Af aster ; if we except that fatal night when, in- 
stigated no doubt by the adversary of all good, 
he so stoutly denied him. Then, indeed, for 
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10 LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 

once, he failed to act in his own proper char- 
acter. 

Some people, I know, cannot think of him 
without very great horror. The bold denial 
and wicked falsehoods of which he was thus 
guilty after so many wammgs of the Savior 
against it, and the shocking oaths with which 
he attempted to confirm his wrong statements, 
make them ready to associate him with Judas. 
But Peter, it should be remembered, repented* 
To this, I suppose it will.be replied that 
Judas repented ; and so did Ahab. Yes, they 
truly did ; but there is no reason to think their 
repentance was sincere or genuine. They did 
not reform. Had they lived for many years af- 
terward, and shown the smcerity of their re- 
pentance by a change of life and conduct, the 
case would be altered. 

But it was not so. One of them, on the 
contrary, went away and hanged himself; and 
the other did very little better. Judas, it is 
true, appeared to be sorry for what he had 
done. But he was sorry rather that he had 
brought trouble upon himself. Th^e is no 
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LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 1 1 

reason to think he was really and heartily sorry 
he had done wrong to his best fHend and his 
heavenly Father. AhaJ), too, humbled him- 
self, but it was on account of the evil he had 
brought on himself and his household by his 
misbehaviour. 

We have ftdl evidence that Peter was really 
and truly sorry for what he had done ; and that 
he acted like a penitent man. He wept bit- 
terly, and not only wept, but resolved to go 
and sin no more. And he not only resolved, 
but carried his resolution into effect. 

In the following history — (which for the 
sake of convenience and the greater pleasure of 
the younger portion of my readers, I have di- 
vided into very short sections, and endeavored 
to make as plain as possible,) — ^is set forth so far 
as it has been in my power to do it, the true 
character of Peter, — ^his faults and follies, no 
less than his noble deeds and good qualities. 
Those who. have a desire to improve will do 
well to imitate his zeal and his devotedness, as 
well as his other good qualities, at the same 
time that they avoid his occasional rashness. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



12 LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 

For though it is impossible for any one, in 
his most unguarded hours, to act over Peter's 
sin exactly ; yet he may do something which 
will cause repentance quite as bitter. He may 
be led to say or do something which he would 
give worlds, when it is too late, to have unsaid 
or Undone. 



CHAPTER I. 
Peter's birth and education. 

In the time of Peter the land of PaJestme 
was divided into three provinces, Judea, Sama- 
ria, and Galilee. Judea, whose capital was 
Jerusalem, lay farthest south ; Samaria next to 
it, or in the, middle ; and Galilee in the north. 
There were also two Galilees, the Upper, or 
Galilee of the Gentiles, and the Lower. 

Through Upper Galilee runs a famous river, 
the river Jordan. It rises in the mountains, 
farther north than Galilee, about halfway be- 
tween ancient Tyre and Damascus. Passing 
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LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 13 

on a little way to the south it runs through 
lake Meron, six or eight miles in circumference. 
Running on still southward, it enters Galilee, 
where it swells out into a lake or sea usually 
called the sea of Galilee ; but sometimes the 
sea of Tiberias, or the lake of Gennesaret. 
This lake is about fifteen miles long, arid six or 
eight broad. After leavmg this, it runs on 
seveniy or eighty miles farther, and' empties in- 
to the Dead sea, as it was formerly called ; a 
lake seventy or eighty miles long. The whole 
length of this river, including the chain of lakes 
connected with it, must be nearly two hundred 
miles. 

On die western shore of this lake or sea of 
Galilee,* not far firom Capernaum, stood Beth- 
SAIDA, for some time an obscure and incon- 
siderable village, but afterward enlarged by 
Philip, who was called the Tetrarch. It does 
not appear to have been surrounded by a fruit- 



* There is such a diflerence of opinion amon^ writers and 
commentators, in regard to the exact situation of this place, 
that I have thought it best to leave the matter in this way, 
without attempting to be more definite. 

1* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



14 LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 

fill soil ; but its inhabitants were, to a consider- 
able extent, fishermen. 

In this village, about the time Christ made 
his appearance in the world, there lived a man 
by the name of John or Jona. He is generally 
supposed to have been a fisherman, though of 
that we cannot be certain. We only know that 
he had two sons who were fishermen, and their 
names were Simon and Andrew. The first is 
the person with whom, in this book, we have the 
most to do. I have said his name was Simon. 
This was indee(J the name given him at the 
time of being circumcised, when he was eight 
days old ; but our Savior, after he became ac- 
quainted with him, added another name, viz., 
Cephas ; which in Greek was Petra or Peter ; 
and means a took. 

At what time Simon Peter was bom, it is 
impossible to tell with any certainty. His 
married condition and settled course of life at 
Capernaum at the time of his first becommg ac- 
quainted with our Savior,, afford some ground 
for believing that he was bom at least eight or 
ten years before the Savior ; and some think 
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LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 15 

fifteen, or more. One reason for the latter 
opmion is, that he took the lead so much among 
the apostles ; which certainly seems to imply- 
that he was regarded as an old man among 
them. 

How Peter was educated, we know very 
little. We only know that he was a Jew, and 
of course was educated like a Jew. As every 
boy, whether of rich or poor parents, was bred 
to some laborious employment, we should have 
presumed, beforehand, that Peter and Andrew 
"were not brought up in idleness. Accordingly 
we find them brought up to the active and la- 
borious busmess of fishermen. 

Of the kinds offish which were found in the 
sea of Galilee at that time, we know very lit- 
tle. There is a statement somewhere, — ^I be- 
lieve in the writings of Josephus, — that they 
were exactly like those of the river Nile, m 
Egypt. But this does not tell us particulars ; 
for we do not know exactly what sorts were 
contained in the latter. There is a tradition 
that .the sea of Galilee abounded in the fish 
called the mullet, and that our Savior was pe- 
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16 LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 

culiarly fond of it ; but I do not think any reli- 
ance can be placed upon it. 

No doubt Peter could read and write. He 
was probably educated like the rest of the Jews ; 
I mean of the common people. What sort of 
education the Jews gave their children, I am 
now about to tell you, as well as I can. 

It is hardly probable that Peter ever saw a 
school, or a school room, or any school books, 
in his life. Indeed the Jews had but few books 
of any sort. What they had, were not like 
ours ; for printing was then unknown. They 
consisted of written manuscripts rolled up ; and 
these they called their books. Even their 
Scriptures — the books of the Old Testament — 
were written on parchment, and rolled up m 
the same manner. Had they been famished 
with schools and school books, they would still 
have been nearly destitute of teachers for the 
common people. Newspapers, which are so 
numerous and instructive in these days, wer6' 
not even known among the Jews, Without 
books, schools, teachers, or newspapers, you 
will ask how they could learn any thing. 
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LIFE OF PETEB THE APOSTLE. 17 

They were instructed by their parents and 
grandparents. God had said, "And these 
words which I command thee this day shall be 
in thine heart, and thou shalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children." The wcyrds here 
referred to, are from the laws which God com- 
municated to Moses. 

When did their parents teach them ? They 
gave them much instruction on the Sabbath. 
But this was not all. They taught them while 
sittmg with them in the house, and while la- 
boring or walkmg with them ; they gave them 
instruction, too, every morning and every evening. 
" And ye shall teach them (the laws) to your 
children," said God, " speaking of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way ; when thou liest dowriy 
and when thou risest up.^^ 

Much of their instruction appears to have 
been given in the way of familiar conversation, 
rather than by set lessons. A most excellent 
way of teaching; far better calculated than 
ours to form strong-minded men, like Peter. . 

Every child, however rich his parents were, 
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18 LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 

is said to have been brought up to some trade. 
This made them healthy and hardy. Thus we 
find that many Jews, who are mentioned in the 
Bible, were shepherds; some were farmers, 
knd some tent makers ; some one thing and 
some another. What trade Peter had, except 
that he was a fisherman, I have not been able 
to ascertain. 

If the Jewish boys and ^Is happened to 
have kind and good parent^, then they received 
a great deal of valuable instruction fix)m them ; 
if not, they often grew up ignorant. King 
Solomon had a wise and good father, we all^ 
know ; and he tells us in the fourth chapter of 
Proverbs, what sort of instruction he gave him ; 
which you will do well, at your leisure, to read 
over. If any of your parents and teachers 
should chance to see this book, I hope the con- 
sideration that David the king, who had so 
much to do in governing his kingdom and 
making wars, could yet find time to instruct his 
children, may be a usefiil and encouraging ex- 
ample to them to do all they can in instructing 
you. 
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LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 19 

I have said that the Jews had no schools like 
ours. They sometimes had schools a little like 
our theological schools — places where young 
ministers are prepared for their work. They 
were called " Schools of the Prophets." Pro- 
phet does not, in the Bible, always mean a man 
who foretells, but sometimes also a minister or 
instructor. 

" But I thought you said, just now, that they 
had no instructors," you will perhaps say, " and 
now you tell us that some of the prophets were 
instructors." That is true. But I now mean 
by instructers, men who taught the law found 
in the Old Testament. Besides, it does ap- 
pear, from the Jewish traditions, that they had 
a ftw schoolmasters, after all. They tell us 
that many of the tribe of Simon became school- 
masters. Indeed the Priests and Levites were 
charged in general with the subject of educa- 
tion, and gave the people, no doubt, a great 
deal of useiiil instruction. In the days of Peter, 
these schoolmasters were considerably numer- 
ous, but they were more like the professors in 
our colleges, than like common school-teachers ; 
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20 LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 

and I do not think that the common people, 
such as Peter belonged to, derived much benefit 
from their services. 

It is now time to tell you that all the Jewish 
children had a religious education. There 
were several rites, connected with the early 
stages of this religious course, which it may be. 
proper here to mention. 

1 . At eight days old all male children were- 
to be circumcised. This practice was not con- 
fined to the Jews, but extended to some other 
countries. Josephus says that it was common 
m Arabia, but was not attended to till thirteen 
years of age. 

2. When the first bom of male infants were 
forty "flays old,ihey were to be presented in the^ 
temple, and consecrated to the Lord ; and the* 
father was obliged to redeem them, or buy them 
fiom the priest, by paying him five shekels of 
silver; a little more than two dollars and a 
half. 

3. The Jews sometimes kept fasts, during' 
which they abstained fix)m food entirely for a. 
day or so. Children over seven years of age, 
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UFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 21 

were obliged to fest in " proportion to their 
strength." 

4. They also had feasts. Three of these — 
the feast of the Passover, the feast of Pentecost, 
and the feast of the Tabernacles — ^were called 
^great feasts ; and each was held once a year. 
These, every male in the land was obliged to 
attend at Jerusalem. And yet from one inter- 
esting event m the life of the Savior, there is 
reason for believm^ that children under twelve 
were not accustomed to attend these feasts with 
their parents. 

All Jewish children were brought up to rise 
early. There was no lying in bed, so far as 
I can learn, after sunrise ; and some people 
rose mudi earlier. The Savior was a very 
early riser ; and whatever Peter's habits might 
have been previous to his joinmg him, he prob- 
ably, m the end, followed his example. 

There is one thmg, m particular, wliicb is 
very much in favor of the opmion that Peter 
was well brought up, for the times ; the Sa- 
vior, for apostles, chose both him and Andrews- 
two out of one family— which he would hardly 
2 
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22 LIFE OF PETEB THE APOSTLE. 

have done, had they been neglected or badly 
managed by their parents. 



CHAPTER II. 

feter's eably life. 

We have ahready seen that Peter was brought 
up as a fisherman. Hard as the employment ' 
may be, it has its pleasures. Fishermen, if 
they are temperate, usually enjoy uncommonly 
good health, and a fine flow of spirits. Be- 
sides, the region round about Capernaum and 
Bethsaida, and especially the prospect fit>m the 
shores was so charmmg, as almost of itself to 
reconcile a person to a mode of life naturally 
irksome. 

Fishmg was a useful employment m Galilee 
in the time of Peter ; for, according to Josephus, ' 
the country was more thickly peopled than 
China or Ireland now is, and even more so than 
Italy ; and fish were in great demand for food. 
There was no occasbn, then, to fish for me^e 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 23 

sport, as many idle or wicked people do in 
these days. 

One circumstance, in particular, induces me 
to believe that Bethsaida was a great fishing 
place, in Peter's day. The Jewish names of 
men and places often. showed the character of 
the places and persons to whom they belonged ; 
and Bethsaida means ^^ a house or habkati&a of 
fishing; "or as some say, a house of hunting 
or games. 

How early in life Peter removed to Caper- 
naum, we do not know. At the time when 
our Savior began to preach he was settled 
there and had a family, as we find fipom the 
first chapter of Mark, and the eighth and seven- 
teenth of Matthew, where we find him paying 
taxes, and learn, also, that he had a wife there, 
and that her mother lived with them in the 
same house. 

One ancient writer relates that the house in 
which Peter lived at Capernaum, was held in 
so great repute at Rome, that Helen, the 
mother of Constantme the Great, erected a 
beautiful church over the place where it had 
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24 LITE or PETOR THE APOSTLE. 

Stood. You know, I suppose^ that the Ro--^ 
mnnyfhe Romish Church, at least — ^thought 
a great deal of Peter ; and this, if true, was one 
method which they took of paymg him honors. 
It would be very agreeable to know more 
than we do, about Peter's fiiends and relatives, 
at Bethsaida and Capernaum ; especially about 
his father and mother, his wife, and his broth- 
ers and sisters^ if he had any ; what sort of 
people they were, &c. Some of my younger 
readers would doubtless like to know what com- 
panions and playmates he had ; and whether 
they were bad boys or good ones. But if the 
Bible had attempted to give this sort of informa- 
tbn about all the good men, women, and chil- 
dren mentioned in it, we should have had a 
large volume ; so large, indeed, that few people 
could have it how, since printing has become 
so common and books so cheap; and before 
the art of printing was discovered, when every 
Bible had to be copied, on paper or parchment, 
with a pen, nobody hardly could have afforded 
to buy one. 
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LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 25 

So that you will now see one principal * rea- 
son why some of the accounts i i it ase not 
more fall. Many have wondered, for example, 
why more was not said ahout the Savior, dur- 
ing his childhood and youth, as well as after- 
ward. Suppose there had been. Then we 
should have wondered why more was not said 
about the eariy life and education of Paul, and 
Peter, and John ; and finally of all the apostles 
and saints. But think, only for a moment, 
what a huge book, the Bible would have been 
at this rate. No ; it is just right, as it is. It 
introduces us to the good and bad people whom 
it treats of, and gives us a sort of key to their 
chaiacters ; and then leaves the subject to our 

leflectbn. 

2* 
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CHAPTER III. 



The Jews, in the time of Peter, were divided 
into three or more sects. 1, The Pharisees; 
2, the Sadducees ; and 3, the Essenes. To 
which of the three Peter belonged, or whether 
he classed himself with either, is difficult, to 
tell. We know he was a- Jew, and that he 
was educated as such, and had Jewish feelings 
and prejudices. 

There is much reason to believe that when 
the people of Judea and Galilee and the coun- 
tries round about came out in great numbers to 
see John the Baptist, and hear him preach ; and 
when multitudes of them became his disciples, 
Peter was among them. Andrew, we know, 
was his disciple, and it is very probable that 
Peter was, too. But of this we can judge 
better, presently. 

Jesus Christ, the Sa\dor of mankind, having 
entered on his thirtieth year, and having been 
baptized by John m the river Jordan and corn- 
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menced his public ministry, came down to 
Bethabara, east of the river, where John was 
baptizing just at this time, when he was pointed 
out to Peter and his brother Andrew, who im- 
mediately followed him m the crowd. As it 
was near evening when they joined the compa- 
ny, they probably staid all night m the place, 
and satisfied themselves of the Savior's charac- 
ter ; for either that evenmg or early the next 
morning, Andrew was fully convinced that he 
was the true Messiah, for whom the Jewish na- 
tion had been so long looking, and informed 
Peter of it. (See John, Chap, i and ii.) 

Peter, eager to be more acquamted with so 
great a personage, and perhaps influenced by 
the Holy Spirit, immediately hastened to the 
nearer presence of the Savior, who saluted him 
and called him by name, and mentioned his 
father's name as soon as he saw him. But 
what further passed, at that tii^e, the historian 
has not told us. 

I told you just now that you could soon 
judge better whether Peter had ever been one 
of John's disciples or not. Now I think you 
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will feel almost if not quite certain that he had, 
from the intimacy of him and Andrew, and from 
the eagerness Peter manifested to see and con- 
verse with one of whom John had foretold so 
many interesting' things. 

After this introduction to the Savior, it is prob- 
able that Peter and Andrew staid long enough 
with the Savior to become pretty well instructed 
m the first elements, or rudiments, of his doc- 
trines, and that then, with his leave, they re- 
turned to their homes. They do not appear to 
have become his disciples and to have been 
constantly with him till about a year afterward. 
The Savior in the mean time was going about, 
doing good, healing the sick, and preaching the 
"gospel m Capernaum, and the rest of Galilee, 
and in the adjoinmg provinces, and the reputa- 
tion of his preachmg, his benevolent conduct, 
and his miracles spread every where around. 

Whether Peter was with him at the time the 
first miracle— that at Cana — ^was wrought is un- 
certam. What disciples he had near him were 
there; but whether Peter and Andrew were 
among them can only be guessed. — ^If you ask 
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why the Savior should neglect, so long, to 
choose the twelve to be constantly with him, I 
can only say that perhaps he was unwilling to 
awaken, so soon, the jealousy of the Jewish 
rulers, by having a numerous retinue around 
him ; for the hour of his departure had not only 
" not yet come," but was something like two 
years distant. 



CHAPTER IV. 

A MIRACLE. PETER CALLED TO BE A DISCIPLE. 

We left Peter, at the close of the last chap- 
ter, engaged in his old employment, on the sea 
of Galilee ; and the Savior going about Galilee 
jMreaching, and doing good in various ways, and 
especially by the miraculous healing of the 
sick. 

There were several modes of taking fish in 
use at that time. One was anglings or taking 
them with hook and Ime. But the most com- 
mon method was with a net. Accounts of 
fishing with neX^-^ casting, dratuing, washings 
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and mending nets, are of very frequent occur- 
rence throughout the four Gospels. 

I believe I have not yet told you that James 
and John, the two sons of Zebedee, (who after- 
wards became apostles of the Savior,) were6sh- 
ermen too, as well as Peter and Andrew, and 
probably lived near them. But so it was. And 
they not only lived near them, but were mti- 
mately acquainted with them, and often fished 
in company. 

On a certain occasion, as they had been out 
all night, in two boats fishing together, without 
any success, and had just hauled up near the 
shore and anchored, probably m a small cove, 
and were washmg their nets, the Savior came 
walking along, with an immense train of people 
following him. Seemg Peter m one of the 
boats, near the shore, he. went on board of it, 
and begged Peter to push it off a little way 
firom the shore, so that he could avoid the pres- 
sure of the crowd. Then he sat down in the 
boat and taught the multitude, who stood round 
about him, on the land. 

When he had spoken to the people a little 
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while, he requested Peter and Andrew to re- 
sume their fishing. Peter, discouraged, hesi- 
tated a little at fii'st, but finally concluded that 
he would comply with the request. Andrew 
and he had no sooner oast their net into the 
lake than they found it enclosed a prodigious 
number of fishes ; and they had no sooner be- 
gun to draw it in, than it broke. They beckon- 
ed, however, to James and John to come and 
join them, and the result was that though it is 
probable many fishes escaped through the hole 
of the net, yet of what remained, they filled 
both boats, so lull that they were ready to sink. 

Peter was now overwhelmed with astonish- 
ment. Such a draught of fishes, at any time 
would have been uncommon ; but now, after a 
whole night's unsuccessfiil fishing to be thus 
successful at the first effi>rt, startled him, and 
all the rest of the eompany ; — and well it 
might. There is no doubt that they regarded 
it as a miracle. And a miracle it was, most 
truly. 

The Savior, availing himself of this state of 
mind in these four fishermen, calmed their sur- 
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prise, and raised their hopes of the future by 
assuring them tliat from henceforth they should 
" catch men ;" mtimating, that if faithful they 
should be as successful in their new calling a$ 
they had been in their old one. It is probable 
that the Holy Spirit, at the same time, touched 
their hearts and impelled them on ; and that 
they perfectly understood this to be a call to 
become the constant followers of the Savior. 
From henceforth, so far as can be ascertained^ 
they accompanied him. If they were not con- 
verted men already, it is probable that this was 
the date of their conversion to the Savior. 

You may wish to know what became of Pe- 
ter's family. Did he and the other disciples 
go away, and leave their wives, and children^ 
and other relations ? Surely their families would 
not follow them about in the crowd, you will say. 

There is reason to believe that Peter's family 
continued to live at Capernaum, as they had 
done before.* But how they were supported, 

* 1 am not ignorant that St. PaaPa remarks about havinr 
^ower to lead about a wife, or a sieter, and bin mention of 
Cephas in the same connection, have been supposed hy some 
to go far towards proving, that the Wife of reter travelled 
about with him. 
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if Peter was a poor man ; and had hitherto de- 
pended wholly on fishing as a means of earning 
a livelihood, it is difficult to conjecture. It is 
not likely that either of these disciples, while 
" fishing for men " — preachmg — ^received any 
compensation. As to Andrew, James and 
John, we do not know that they had families. 

For my own part, I am inclined to thmk that 
though Peter has been usually called a poor 
man — ^and he and Andrew and James and John 
poor fishermen, they had some property. Pe- 
ter certainly had a house at Capernaum, or at 
least it was called his. The boats and nets 
seem also to have belonged to Peter and An- 
drew ; though this is by no means certsdn. I 
should not be surprised if Peter, had, at the 
least, a small estate at Capernaum. The fact 
that he was a fisherman proves nothing against 
it. Fishing was an honorable occupation ; and 
a good man will be active m some useful em- 
ployment or other, whether he has little or much 
property. 

- But suppose Peter and Andrew had nothing 
m the world but the house, the boat, and the 
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net. Is it to be wondered at, that they should 
leave all, and follow Jesus ? There are cir- 
cumstances, in which men do not hesitate to 
leave their families, without even the means of 
support, for a short time. How often has the 
soldier, when his country has been invaded, and 
the enemy been about to make a descent upon 
his own neighborhood, left his family with- 
out an adequate support, — ^to return he knows 
not when — perhaps in a week, or a month, — 
perhaps not in six, — perhaps never! Yet 
does he hesitate ? Does he not feel that his 
country calls, and that God can provide ? — ^And 
are families, left under these circumstances, 
often known to suffer ? 

But was the call to Peter less pressing ? 
The country was not in immediate danger, to 
be sure. Temporal life and liberty were not at 
stake; but eternal life and happiness were. 
So, at least, must Peter have reasoned, if he 
tiad any confidence in the authority of the Sa- 
vior. But could he avoid j)lacmg confidence 
in him, after what John had told him, and af- 
ter seemg him, and witnessmg his miracles ? 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 35 

Is it probable that when Peter and Andrew, 
and James and John left their business to fol- 
low the Savior, they made up their minds to 
follow him all his lifetime ? It is much more 
likely that they made no calculations at all. 
Confiding like children ip a parent, it is proba- 
ble they went forth at his request, not knowing 
whither, or how long they should be employed ; 
or at what wages ; and without any considera- 
ble anxiety on the subject. 

It appears probable that, at first, they only 
assisted the Savior, and heard his words, and 
learned from his wise and excellent instructions 
and heavenly conduct ; and that they did not 
preach much till long afterward, unless sent out 
specially. The first account wfe have of Peter, 
after he joined the company of the Savior, and 
publicly followed him, is that he went to Ca- 
pernaum, the place of his residence, along with 
the Savior, and remained there several days ; 
and that while there, Jesus performed more 
miracles. One of these was on his wife's 
motKer.* 

* We do not know, with certainty, but that this miracle 
was pciformed earlier than even the miracle about the 
fishes. 
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She was sick with a fever ; probably dan- 
gerously sick. Jesus, by his mighty power, 
and at the utterance of a few words, broke up 
the fever, and she recovered instantly. 

You will ask, perhaps, if they had fevers in 
that country. They have fevers in almost 
every part of the world. They may differ, 
however, in different countries. They are 
much more common, as well as more severe, in 
some countries than in others. 

Shortly after /the miraculous recovery of Pe- 
ter's mother-m-law, an incident occurred that 
showed somethmg of Peter's temperament. 
Jesus had risen one mommg a great while be- 
fore day, (he was always an early riser,) and 
gone out into the fields or woods alone to pray. 
But the people were so urgent to hear him 
preach, that Peter pursued him, and having 
found him, endeavored to draw him forth fix)m 
his retirement by assuring him, in his enthusi- 
astic manner, that all the world were seeking 
for him. 

Soon after this, Jesus left the city of Caper- 
naum, and accompanied by his disciples — ^Peter 
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among the rest — went nearly or quite all over 
Galilee; at least he visited all the principal 
cities. This was no triflmg task, for we are 
told by Josephus, though it is to be feared that 
the story is rather too large, that Galilee con- 
tained, at this time, 204 cities and villages, the 
least of which had 15,000 inhabitants. 

When the excursion through Galilee was 
C(Mnpleted, the Savior and his disciples went 
up into a mountain, -supposed to be not far dis- 
tant from Capernaum, where he preached the 
famous discourse recorded by St. Matthew, 
which, to this day, goes by the name of the 
Sermon on the Mount. This sermon, Peter 
enjoyed the privilege, too, of hearing. 

It was at first my intention to present you 
with a sketch of this remarkable sermon. -But 
en the whole, I think it will be better not to do 
so. It is now as plain and easy to be under- 
stood, as plain can be ; and why not read it, 
just exactly as it is ? It is found in the fifth, 
sixth, and seventh chapters of St. Matthew. 
A very eminent mstn used to say that this 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



38 LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 

sermon on the Mount would be a greaj deal 
better to learn by heart, than any catechism he 
knew. 



CHAPTER V. 

Peter's first mission. 

Not long after his appointment to the work 
of an Evangelist, Peter was sent out on a most 
smgular mission, and in a most singular manner. 
The whole number of the disciples were divided 
into six parties, of two each. Who Peter^s 
companion or yokefellow (as we might call 
him) was, we are not told. It is very possible 
it might have been his brother Andrew. 

Their mission was confined wholly to the 
Jews. They were not even allowed to pass 
through the Samaritan cities. They were to 
take no money or provision with them, and but 
one suit of clothes. Neither were they al- 
lowed to carry any weapons of defence, except 
staves. Their business was to heal the sick, 
cure those who had the leprosy, raise the dead, 
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and cast out devils ; — ^and to do it without 
compensation. In short, their instructions, 
which were ample, were throughout very sin- 
gular. They executed their commission, how- 
ever, with great fidelity, and to the entire satis- 
faction of their Lord - and Master who sent 
them. 

After their return, nothing more of conse- 
quence is said of Peter for some time, except 
on a certain occasion, when the woman who 
was diseased had been healed instantaneously 
by touchiug Jesus in the crowd. Jesus inquir- 
ing who it was, Peter, ever ready, and ever 
forward to speak, said, " Master, thou seest the 
multitude throng thee and press thee, and sayest 
thou who touched me ?" It is probable that 
he thought at first, that the Savior was mis- 
taken. He did not understand his character 
and power so well at this period as he did af- 
terward. 

As much of Peter's life, after he was called 
to be an Evangelist, was spent with the Savior, 
I might write several long chapters about his 
travels, and the places he visited, and the won- 
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derful things which he saw and heard. I 
might describe the cities and villages they came 
to—Hseveral of them at least — and tell you what 
were the manners and customs of the people. 
It was no sn\,all task to go " throughout all 
Galilee" several times, even if it contained half 
as many people, as Josephus says it did. 

But to relate all this would be to write the 
life of the Savior, and of the other apostles, as 
well as Peter. Besides, we cannot be quite 
certab, in every instance, when Peter was 
present, and when he was absent. Sometimes 
we know he was absent, either on a mission, or 
some other important service for his Master ; 
though it is equally certain he was with him a 
great deal, either making the tour of Galilee, 
or going to Jerusalem to the feasts, which were 
held there annually, and which all Jewish males 
were under obligatbn to attend. 

Th^re is one miracle which Peter witnessed 
about this time, which ought to be mentioned. 
The Savior, after a long absence, returning 
again to Capernaum, followed as usual, by a 
multitude, was accosted by Jairus, a man of 
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some distinction among the Jews at that place, 
who begged him to go to his house and heal a 
daughter of his, about twelve years of age, who 
was very sick, and appeared to be dying. 

But as the Savior started to go with him, he 
stopped for a short time to cure a diseased wo- 
man who met him, in the way and begged very 
hard for assistance ; and in the mean time the 
^1 expired. But the Savior, bidding her father 
not to be discouraged, pursued his way to the 
house, and having forbidden any body to follow 
' him except the girl's father and mother, and 
Peter, James, and John, went into the cham- 
ber where the dead body was lying, and on pro- 
nouncing two words only, " Tabitha cumi," 
which meant " Damsel, I say unto thee. Arise," 
she arose, and walked about the room, not only 
alive, as she was before the fatal termination of 
her disease, but as strong and healthy, for any 
thing which appears, as she ever was. 

Why these three disciples, Peter, James, and 
John, were so often admitted to the most secret 
actions and transactions of Jesus, while the 
rest were excluded, it might be vain for us to 
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attempt to inquire at present. But so it was, 
and doubtless there were good reasons for it in 
his own mind. 



CHAPTER VI. 

, WALKING ON THE WATER. 

The next thing we hear of Peter, is highly 
illustrative of his peculiar character. Jesus had 
been with his apostles to the eastern side of the 
sea of Galilee, preaching and healing the sick, 
and though now prepared to return, he was still 
thronged with a great multitude of people. — 
While sending them away, he requested his 
disciples to get into the ship, and proceed a 
little way along by the shore, to Bethsaida. — 
They followed his advice, supposing, very nat- 
turally, that when he had sent the people away, 
he would overtake them. 

But it was now nearly night, and nothing 
was to be seen of the Savior. It appears that 
after the multitude had left him, he went up 
into a mountain, alone, to pray ^^ Google 
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About dark, the sea became agitated by a 
strong north-west wind, so violent that though 
the apostles had given up the idea of seeing the 
Savior that night, — and were trying hard to row 
to Capernaum in the face of it, — ^they were able 
to make but very little progress. The Savior 
having spent nearly the whole night at his de- 
votions on the mountain, came down to the lake 
just at morning and saw the boat, about half 
way across, contending against the contrary 
wind. He no sooner saw it than he went to- 
wards it, walking on the surface of the water, 
which bore him up, just as the most solid rock 
would have done. 

This was a very curious sight ; and no won- 
der the disciples were much agitated when they 
first saw him. Think of the sight of a man, 
(to external appearance nothing moro than a 
man,) walking along on the top of the foammg 
biUows, and approachmg, just at daylight, a boat 
full pf care-worn, half-distracted mariners ! 

But that Power that made and now supports 
the world can countermand the laws by which 
he governs it, when and where he pleases. He 
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has but to say the word, and the sun will stand 
still m the middle of the heavens. If he says 
" Go back," it will move backward, as upon 
the dial of Ahaz. " If he command, the 
heavens will become as brass, and the earth as 
iron ; and that for three years and a half to- 
gether, as in the case of Elijah's prayer ; if he 
say to the sea, 'Divide,' it will run upon heaps, 
and become on both sides as firm as a wall of 
marble. Nothing can be more natural than for 
fire to bum, yet at God's command it will forget 
its nature and become a protection, as it were, 
to the three children in the Babylonian iiimace. 
What heavier than iron, or more natural than 
for gravity to tend downward ? And yet, when 
God will have it, iron ^hall float like cork, on 
the top of the water. The proud and raging 
sea that naturally refuses to bear the bodies of 
men, while alive, became here as firm as brass 
when commanded to wait upon and do homage 
to the God of Nature!"* 
The disciples saw their Lord coming along 

' See Cave's Lives of the Apostles^ written nearly two hun- 

1 J to whici 
I volume. 



ixtd years ago. an excellent work,in ^neral j to wHich I have 
>ce& coDaideraoly indebted in prepanng this voloi 
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on the water, but as he appeared to be gobg 
by them, and they had no idea that any person 
could walk upon the water, they were prodi- 
giously frightened, and supposed they saw a 
spirit. 

However, they were soon undeceived. Their 
Master saw the consternation into which they 
were thrown, and heard them i^riek out at the 
fflght of him. He immediately quieted their 
fears by talking with them and tellmg them who 
he was, and that they had nothing to fear. 

And now followed that part of the scene 
wfaseh so strikmgly illustrates the character of 
Feter. In his ardor to meet the Savior, he pro- 
posed, at once, to come to him on the water ; 
and only waited the command of Jesus to step 
Ibrth on the troubled waves, and walk to meet 
bim. So Jesus bid him come. In an excess 
of joy, out he steps, and walks forth. The 
watets bear him up, and he goes forward to- 
wards his Lord and Master; his amazed com- 
pamons, no doubt, trembling at his presumption, 
and watchmg hkn at every step of his progress. 
But the heat of his zeal abating somewhat, and 
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havmg leisure to bestow a passing thought on 
his dangerous situation among the boisterous 
billows, he at length grew fearful. No sooner 
did he yield to doubts and fears than he began 
to go down. Then it was that his spirits sunk 
as well as his body, and in an agony of despair 
he cried out, " Lord save me ! " Jesus, who 
by this time, was very near him, immediately 
stretched forth his hand and caught and saved 
him, at the same time gently but kindly re- 
proving him for his want of confidence. They 
both then went on board of the boat together; 
and the surface of the lake became at once 
calm. They then immediately landed on the 
western side of it. 

Some readers do not like to stop m the mid- 
dle of a story to make reflections on the sub- 
ject, even when they are perfectly natural ones. 
They wish to wait, they say, till they get 
through, and then attend to the reflections. But 
how deceived, probably, are most persons of 
this character ! Though they may not know 
the state of their own hearts, the truth in the 
case is, they do not like to reflect at all. It is 
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painful to them ; and any excuse they can make 
seems to answer their purpose. 

But we are now through with the story of 
Peter's walking on the water, and must be al- 
lowed a few reflections. 

Why did the water support Peter in the first 
place ? About this you will not hesitate. You 
know it was the power of the Savior exferted to 
produce such an effect ; or in other words, it 
was a miracle. But why did he sink ? Was 
it not because the Savior ceased to exert that 
power ? But why should he cease to exert it ? 
Why not continue it, just as he had begun ? I 
will tell you. Christ did not continue the same 
that he was to Peter, because Peter did not 
continue the same that he was to him. When 
he first stepped forth on the foaming waves, he 
was all ardor, love and confidence ; so eager to 
meet and embrace Jesus that he never thought 
about the perils of doing it. So long as he re- 
mained m this state of mind, the water bore him 
up ; but the moment his ardor to meet the Sa- 
vior began to abate, and his confidence in him 
to waver, the support of Jesus began to be 
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withdrawn. Not at cmce, it seems, for Peter 
did not sink instantly, but gradually. I suppose 
he began to go down by little and little, first to 
the ankles ; then a little deeper ; then as he 
walked farther, to the knees ; and so on. Per- 
haps by the time the Savior took hold of his arm 
he had sunk half way m the water; as is some» 
times represented in the pictures which you see 
in the primers. 

This is a strikmg lesson to us all, whether 
younger or older. Be our age what it may, just 
in proportion as we keep the eye of our mind, 
and the str^gth of our affections on the Savicnr, 
just m the same proportion will he sustain us 
and keep us from sinking amidst the waves of 
this troublesome life. But as soon as \\ne be^ 
to doubt in our minds and waver m our feel* 
ings, down we go. What is there for us to do, 
in such a case, but to cry, as Peter did, and 
with all his earnestness, " Lord save me? "— ? 
The same Being who had power to raise Peter 
again to the top of the waves, is always near us 
to put forth his all-poweriiil arm to our relief, if 
we only seek it at his hands. 
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If any of you would ask why the Savior took 
Peter by the arm, — ^why his word alone, was 
not enough ; the reply is, that we must usually 
be contented to receive blessmgs through the 
use of appropriate Tmans. More than this, it is 
quite doubtful whether we should be willing to 
receive them otherwise. Naaman the Syrian, 
whom we read of in the Old Testament, might 
as well have been cured of his leprosy by a 
word, as by washing seven times in Jordan ; 
yet he was hardly willmg to be cured by means 
even as slender as the latter — ^what then would 
he have said \o the former ? Christ might as 
well have cured the blind man by the mere 
putting his hand over his eyes, as by making 
clay and anomting them ; but he thought it 
best to do the latter. So he might have stayed 
Peter fix)m sinkmg by a word, but it was un- 
doubtedly better, on all accounts, that he should 
take hold of his arm. 
4* 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Peter's friendship to jesus. 

The very next day after the walking on the 
water took place, the people flocked together 
m great multitudes to hear and follow the Sa- 
vior as before ; and entering into a synagogue 
in Capernaum, he sat down and taught. Among 
the rest, taking occasion fix)m his late miracle 
of the loaves, he began to tell them many things 
about himself. It was here that he assured 
them that he was the true manna ; the bread 
which came down from heaven, &c. Many of 
the people, not understanding him, and ccm- 
cluding that at the least he was not the " Mes- 
siah," as they had hitherto began to suppose 
him to be, tegan to leave him ; and some never 
came back again. 

On seeing this, he turned to the twelve dis- 
ciples, and asked them if they too were going to 
leave him ? Peter, warm-hearted, zealous, and 
ever among, the foremost to profess his attacji- 
ment to hb Master, amazed that such a ques- 
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tbn should be put to them, at once exclaimed, 
** Lord, to whom shall we go ? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life. And we believe and are 
sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the 
living God." 

He manifested the same ardent feeling one 
day not long afterward. The Savior had been 
inquiring of his disciples what people said of him 
—or rather, what they said of his character, as a 
jmblic preacher ; and tummg suddenly to the 
disciples, he inquired who they thought he was. 
Peter, ever ready, answered now almost as 
quicks as thought-; '^ Thou art the Christ, ,the 
SonofthelivbgGod." 



CHAPTER Vin. 

WAS NOT PETER THE FIRST POPE ? 

The remarks of Jesus to Peter, which follow- 
ed upon this, have led to consequences in the 
world that none but Him who sees all things 
fiom the beginning, could have anticipated.— 
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The words I refer to are these, " I say unto 
thee that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail agamst it. And I will give unto 
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 

The name Peter signified a rock, or stone, 
as we have abready seen ; and this fact, in all 
probability, led the Savior to speak as he did. 
Surely he never meant to be understood as 
constituting Peter his special successor, at all ; 
for if he did, he must have altered his plan just 
before he ascended, for he then says expressly 
to them all,— not to one, or two, or ten of them, 
but to aU — "Go ye mto all the world," &c. Now 
was not this treating them all alike, — ^mvesting 
them all with similar powers, and sending them 
out on a similar mission ? This alone is reason 
enough for believing as Protestants do. Odier 
reasons, still stronger, will appear m the course 
of his history. 

The Roman Catholics, however, understand 
it differently. They suppose that the Savior 
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meant at this time to constitute Peter his suc- 
cessor, and the head of the Church after him ; 
and they pretend they can trace back the sue-- 
cession, through the long list of popes up to the 
first pope, St. Peter. 



CHAPTER IX. 



But though it is quite evident that Peter had 
no higher authority than the rest of the twelve; 
he certainly sometimes put himself forward 
among them ; and from his ardent, hasty tem- 
perament, was rather apt to condemn or ap- 
prove, in cases, where many of the other apos- 
tles were more slow in making up their judg- 
ment. This forwardness sometimes, mdeed, 
proceeded to rashness, as we shall frequendy 
see. 

One fact which shows his haste — ^not to say 
rashness— -occurred shordy after the foregoing 
conversation with the Savior. Jesus had been 
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foretelling his sufferings and death ; bat Pet^ 
who, as a Jew, was unable to get rid of the 
idea that the Messiah was to be a temporal 
prince, by and by, could not bear to hear this, 
and began to find fault with him and to rebuke 
him, saying that it must not be so ; that such 
thmgs must not and would not happen to him. 
Jesus, however, in his turn, rfebuked Peter, and 
with a good deal of severity ; tellmg him that 
he cared more about the things of the world 
and of Satan, than about the higher, and deeper, 
and more important things that belonged to 
God. 



CHAPTER X. 

HIS ENTHUSIASM. 

The next circumstance which illustrates 
Peter's character, deserves a more fiill notice. 
Jesus, as you know, was in the habit of going 
aside to pray ; sometimes alone, and scnnetimes 
with a select number of his disciples ; for 
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though he was a constant doer of good, and the 
greatest doer of good the world ever saw, yet 
he was still niore remarkable for his habits of 
devoticMi. 

Once as he was praying upon the top of a 
high mountain, Peter, and James, and John 
being with him, his whole appearance was sud- 
denly changed ; and his clothes became shining 
almost like the light of the sun. At the same 
time, Moses and Elias appeared, and conversed 
with him. The three disciples, fatigued per- 
haps, with climbing up the mountain, had fallen 
asleep, but they awoke just as Moses and Elias 
were taking their leave; upon which Peter, 
partly in amazement, and partly in an ecstasy 
of joy, expressed the highest happmess m being 
there, and proposed to build three tabernacles ; 
one for Moses, one for Elias, and one for his 
Master ; as if with a view either to detain them 
longer at that time, or to prepare for and en- 
courage a repetition of their visits. 

Peter did Aot p^ess his request, however ; for 
he soon found that it was only a vision. But 
the enthusiasm and zeal with which he entered 
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almost instantaneously into a plan fer detamisg 
a^nd accommodating those eminent saints, show 
his character in its proper colors ; and prepare 
us for seemg it, as we shall heseafter, in a light 
still more unfavorable. Men of Peter's tem- 
perament are evermore likely to get into diffi- 
culty, and commit some sad errors, than the daw 
and less ardent ; like James and John. 



CHAPTER XI. 

MIRACLE OF THE FISH. 

Sons time after this, the following anecdote 
is related of Peter. As James and he and the 
rest of the disciples were at Capernaum, one 
day, the tax-gatherers came along ; they were 
probably well acquainted with Peter — ^for Ca- 
pernaum, as we have already seen, was his late 
place of residence — and one of them asked him 
whether his Master was accustomed to pay trib 
ute. Peter at once told them he was. 
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Whether the Savior heard this conversation 
between Peter and the tax-gatherer, we are not 
told ; but he who knew all things must, at any 
rate, have known what had happened. And 
so it turned out. For not long afterward Jesus 
inquired of teeter about making pledges of the 
kind, and at first proceeded to show him that he 
had been rather hasty, and that as they were 
not bound tQ pay tribute, it was premature in 
him to take so unadvised a course. Howeve^r, 
as the pledge had beeri given, there was no help 
for it. So he wrought a miracle to procure the 
money. Jesus, you know, could have created 
money on the spot, had he seen fit to do it, 
without gobg through with any array of forms 
or means. But that was not the course, which, 
in his infinite wisdom, he chose» 

He proceeded in the following singular man- 
ner. Peter was a fisherman. Jesus told him 
if he would go out a fishmg, the first fish he 
should catch after " casting his hook," would 
have just money enough in his mouth for both 
him and Peter to pay their tax with. The 
Bible does not say whether Peter did as he was 
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required, but there can be no doubt of it. Si- 
lence, in such a case as this, would signify an 
assent to the fact. • 



CHAPTER XII. 

WANT OF HUMILITY. 

We may think it strange that after the disci- 
ples had been so long with their meek, lowly, 
and humble Master, they should not have 
caught more of his republican spirit ; if such an 
application of the term republican is not irrever- 
ent. And our wonder may be increased when we 
consider that so many of them were Galileans ; 
a people who carried their notions of liberty and 
equality further — much further — than either the 
Samaritans, or the mhabitants of Judea. 

And yet we find them engaged — ^Peter as 
well as the rest — in several disputations who 
should be the greatest. Sometimes the ques- 
tion appeared to be who should be greatest in 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 59 

the temporal or earthly kingdom which the Sa- 
vior was about to set up ; for they still clung 
to this notion, at times, almost as strongly as 
ever. Such was prbbably the case, one ,day, 
when the wife of Zebedee came to. ask favors 
for her two sons, James and John. It appears 
that the other ten disciples, not understanding 
fully the nature of their Master's answers, were 
considerably excited against James and John, 
and did not get rid of their feelings of resent- 
ment until the Savior mterfered, and made an 
explanation. On this occasion it is most cer- 
tain that they were thinking of earthly domin- 
ion ; of twelve thrones on which they were to 
sit, of which they were unwilling James and 
John should have the more honorable and dis- 
tinguished. 

At other times the dispute related to prece- 
dence in the spiritual or heavenly kingdom 
which the Savior had so often spoken of, but of 
which, strange to tell, they seemed almost as 
ignorant as in the other case. When engaged 
in a dispute of this sort, one day, the Savica* 
took particular notice of it ; and a little while 
afterward, when they were sitting together in 
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a house, he inquired what it was, which they 
disputed about as they came along. Ashamed 
and confounded, they did not immediately 
answer him. 

But He who knew the hearts of all men, 
knew the whole af&ir, although he was no 
doubt willing to hear an account of it from their 
own mouths. Without waiting- for this, how- 
ever, he took the foUowing method of showing 
them their folly. 

Calling them around him, probably in a semi- 
circle, he took a little child and placed him 
before them in their midst, where they could all 
see him ; then taking the child up again m his 
arms and pressing him — as I suppose — ^to his 
bosom, observed that whoever should receive a 
little child like that, in his name, would, in ef- 
fect, receive him ; and that whoever was least 
among them, would ultimately be the greatest. 

This was a most striking lesson of humility, . 
and no doubt had its intended effect. They 
could not have failed to see the object of the 
Savior in his remarks ; that he who was the 
most free from ambition, and childlike in his 
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manners and feelings, would inevitably rise the 
highest in his spiritual and everlasting king- 
dom. 

True humility — from the days of the apostles 
down to these — has been one of the most diffi- 
cult lessons for mortals to learn ; and not a few 
even of those who profess to be Christians nev- 
er acquire it. They are, all their lives long, 
ambitious and aspiring, m one way or another. 
They may not always be sensible of it ; prob- 
ably they are not. But others often discover 
it, and God always. What will become of am- 
bitious Christians when they appear before the 
eternal bar, is a question which I cannot 
answer. But the day is at hand which will de- 
termine it; let us therefore watch and pray, 
that it may not find us disputing, even in our 
hearts, which of us is the greatest. 
5* 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

ABOUT FORGIVENESS. 

Go where we may among mankind, human 
nature, before it is modified or changed by reli- 
gion, is much the same. There is the same 
selfishness ; the same disregard for the laws and 
love of God ; and the same propensity to say in 
regard to Christ, " We will not have this man to 
reign over us." People are proud, unwilling 
to bear insults and mdignities, and unwilling to 
forgive. If a person strikes them, they are dis- 
posed to strike back again ; if he says hard 
words of them, they are apt to pay him back 
again in the same coin, if they can get an op- 
portunity : or, if they can get no opportunity, 
they are apt to indulge revengefiil* feelings. 

The Jewish religion, before Christ came, had 
done very little towards keeping down a re- 
vengefiil spirit, and revengefiil feelmgs. The 
idea of forgiving those who had injured them, 
but had never confessed their faults, or given 
us any satbfaction, was not very common. But 
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Christ was no sooner come into the world than 
he taught, both by his preaching and by his 
example, that we must forgive our fellow men 
that trespass against us, or else we can never be 
forgiven by our heavenly Father, for the sins 
committed against him. 

This doctrine, however, was very hard to be 
understood, and still harder to reduce to prac- 
tice. It was especially hard to the ardent and 
naturally high-spirited Peter.' Did the SavicMr 
mean to say that we must never revenge, or 
harbor feelings of revenge ? he might have often 
thought withm himself. 

So he came to the Savior one day, and made 
the inquiry, very anxiously, how long he must 
continue to forgive a person who continued to 
injure him ; and whether he ought to do it till 
he had mjured him as many as seven times. 
No doubt he thought tliis would be forgiving 
him a long while mdeed, and that the Savior 
would not, surely, require him to go beyond 
that. 

But he was disappointed, and no doubt as- 
tonished, to hear that instead of beginnmg to 
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seek revenge after the seventh mjury, he must 
continue to forgive to the four hundred and 
ninetieth. " I say not unto thee until seven 
times," was his reply, " but until seventy times 
seven." Nor did he give him leave to do it 
even then. His meaning doubtless was that we 
must never seek revenge, but always continue 
to exercise a forgiving spirit. 

The Savior now proceeded to tell Peter 
about a king, who, when he came to reckon 
with his servants, found one that owed him ten 
thousand talents (or over eight millions of dol- 
lars) more than he could pay. Then the king 
directed him and his wife and children to be 
sold as servants or slaves, till they had worked 
out the debt. Upon this the servant fell at his 
feet and pleaded so earnestly to be released 
from the debt, that the king at length released 
him. 

But this very servant, who had been thus 
mercifully and kindly forgiven by the king, im- 
mediately showed, by his conduct to others, 
how unworthy he was of such kind treatment. 
Going abroad, he found one of his fellow ser- 
vants who happened to owe him the small sum 
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of one hundred pence, or about fourteen dol- 
lars ; upon which he had him seized by an offi- 
cer, and, in spite of all his ^ entreaties for for- 
giveness, thrown into prison. 

When the king heard this, he complained 
most bitterly of his conduct, and resolvmg to 
make an example of this hard-hearted servant, 
cast him into prison, till he should pay the 
whole debt of above eight millions of dollars. 
In this same manner, said the Savior, will our 
heavenly Father treat us, if we do not, from 
our hearts, forgive one another our trespasses. 

And what our Lord and Savior thus taught 
Peter, he himself put in practice, constantly. 
His whole life, and conversation, and conduct, 
manifested a forgiving temper. He forgave 
every body, even his worst enemies. He for- 
gave while in life and health ; and he forgave 
even when he was dying. Yes, when he was 
in the bitter agonies of a most cmel death, he 
did not fail to pray for the very persons who 
were murdering him. " Father," said he, " for- 
give them, for they know not what they do." 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS. 

But what had Peter to do with that event, 
wonderfiil as it was ? my readers may be ready 
to ask. Nothmg to do with it, but to vntness 
it, is the reply ; unless he was one of those who 
did their utmost to persuade the Savior not to 
go into Judea, for fear the Jews would stone 
him again. For at the time the Savior was 
sent for by the fiiends of Lazarus, he and Peter 
and the rest of the apostles were in the neigh- 
borhood of the river Jordan, twenty or thirty 
miles eastward of Bethany where Lazarus re- 
sided ; and as the Jews had recently attempted 
to stone the Savior, they at first opposed, with 
all their might, his venturing himself among 
them again. 

Jesus however went, and his disciples with 
him. And they were richly repaid for going 
too, for they witnessed one of the most interest- 
ing and affecting scenes which ever took place, 
or which ever will take place, until time is no 
more. ^ i 
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Lazarus was an intimate friend of the 
Savior, who, with two sisters, Martha and Mary, 
lived at Bethany, about two miles eastward of 
Jerusalem. Jesus, having made their house a 
place of frequent resort, had become a great 
fevorite in the family ; and their friendship for 
him was reciprocated. Of a sudden Lazarus 
was taken sick ; and, as it appears from the re- 
sult, dangerously. Jesus was immediately sent 
for, but as he did not go quite so soon as was 
expected — ^for reasons which he best under- 
stood — ^Lazarus had been dead several days 
when he arrived, and his body had been de- 
posited in a cave which the family used as a 
tomb. 

Arrivmg at this cave, which probably lay a 
little eastward of Bethany, Jesus stopped, and 
having met Martha, who by some means or 
other had heard that he was coming, he sent 
to the house for Mary. The meeting with each 
of these friends, under circumstances of such a 
nature, was as afiecting as the conversation 
which ensued was interesting ; and the apostles 
who were witnesses of both, and were men who 
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knew how to weep with those that wept, could 
not have refrained from tears. Jesus himself 
wept. 

When the first emotions had subsided, and 
the Savior had assured the sorrowing sisters 
that their brother should rise again, they all 
proceeded to the grave, followed by a consider- 
able number of the Jews, who probably began 
by this time to suspect, or at least to hope that 
something wonderful — for them to gaze at — ^was 
about to be performed. 

On arriving at the spot he commands the 
stone which lay against the opening of the cave 
to be removed. He utters a short prayer to 
his Father. Then, with a voice loud enough 
to be heard by every one of the gaping specta- 
tors, he says, '^ Lazarus come forth." 

What a scene followed! What confusion 
of feeling, and what a crowd of emptions must 
have agitated the bosoms of all who were pres- 
ent, but especially of Martha and Mary when 
they saw their dear departed brother, though 
clad in all the habiliments of the house of death, 
come forth from his dark tomb endowed with 
life and action. 
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No wonder they were in haste to unbind his 
fettered limbs. No wonder they were anxious 
to welcome him once more to his dear family 
circle, and to the little village of Bethany, of 
whose society he had been so lately one of the 
brightest ornaments. 

All this Peter most tmdoubtedly witnessed. 
Was it not, then, an incident of his life of too 
much importance to pass over without a single 
remark, especially, as it serves to show, in a 
more striking manner!, the greatness of his sub- 
sequent fall ? 



CHAPTER XV. 

Peter's anxiety to learn. 

Peter had that most excellent trait of char- 
acter — ^the habit of asking questions. Many 
an interesting conversation between Jesus and 
the disciples was called up by some of Peter's 
inquiries. 

One day, for example, when Jesus had been 
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relating a parable, Peter asked whether he in- 
tended it for themselves only, or for all who 
were present. This inquiry led to some of the 
most interesting instructions which the Savior 
ever gave them, respecting various important 
pomts of duty. 

At another time the Savior had been speak- 
ing against the love of riches ; and tellmg his 
disciples how hard it was for those who were 
rich to be happy, here or hereafter. Peter, re- 
membering how poor they, the disciples, all were, 
says in his usual simple but eager cianner — 
" Behold we have left all and followed thee, 
what shall we have therefore ? " as if he 
had said, " Thou hast told us of the evils and 
dangers of riches ; but we are poor enough. 
Will our present poverty promote our future 
happiness ? " Then followed that remarkable 
sa3ring of the Savior, " There is no man, that 
hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, 
for my sake and the Gospel's, who shall not 
receive a hundred fold now in this present 
time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and 
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mother, and children, and lands, with persecu- 
tion, and in the world to come, life everlasting." 

On another occasion they were passing by a 
fig tree which the Savior, a little while before, 
had denounced or cursed ; and Peter, observing 
that the tree was dead, reminded the Savior of 
it. This circumstance, too, led to a series of 
very mteresting remarks from the Savior, on the 
nature and power of faith in God. 

Again; Jesus had been foretelling the de- 
struction of Solomon's Temple one day ; how 
it should be utterly destroyed, so that not one 
stone should be left upon another, &;c. After 
he had finished his remarks, he went out a little 
way from Jerusalem to the north-east, and sat 
down upon the Mount of Olives, which over- 
looked Jerusalem. Here Peter and some of 
the other disciples came to him, and privately 
inquired of him when the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem would take place, and what signs there 
would be of it beforehand ; and also when the 
world would come to an end. It was in reply 
to these questions that our Lord gave such a 
glowing description of the miseries which should 
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precede and follow the destruction of Jerusalem, 
as we find in the twenty-fourth chapter of 
Matthew, and also in the Gospel of both Mark 
and Luke. Here, too, he foretold the day of 
judgment ; the blessed consequences of that 
day to the righteous, and the terrible evils 
which it shall bring upon the wicked. This last 
account you will find at the end of the twenty- 
" fifth chapter of Matthew. 

Though Jesus would doubtless have taken 
occasion to say the same things sooner or later, 
had Peter asked him no questions, yet we can- 
not doubt that it was exceedingly pleasant to 
him to have his disciples make such inquiries. 
It is so with teachers and ministers at the 
present time ; or else they are not qualified for 
their office. It certainly is so with some. It 
is also so with many parents. 

There are, it is true, times and seasons when 
parents, teachers, and ministers can better at- 
tend to hearing and answering questions than 
at others ; and it would be unkind in us not to 
select the best time, as far as we can. But I 
must still think that the disposition to ask ques- 
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tions of those around us, for the sake of gaining 
information, at every convenient and suitable 
opportunity, is one of the happiest traits of 
character. A boy who is fond of making in- 
quiries will be likely, in time, to know a great 
deal; but those who seem willing to remam 
ignorant, will seldom become wise by accident. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

PREPARATION FOR THE PASSOVER. 

It was Peter and John who were sent by the 
Savior to provide and prepare a place for eating 
the passover, just before he was betrayed by 
Judas. It is curious to observe how often Peter 
and John — men whose natural dispositions 
were utterly different — ^were associated togeth- 
er. As if the zeal, and enthusiasm, and for- 
wardness of Peter were necessary to help for- 
ward the mild, lovely, and loving, but perhaps 
more timid John. 

It was also Peter and John, — ^at least I 
6* 
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think so, though it is not quite cert£un — ^who 
were sent to^bring him an ass to ride upon, at 
his entrance into Jerusalem: Sceptics, in en- 
deavoring to traduce the character of the dis- 
ciples, have undertaken to say, that the animal 
was stolen. But they seem to have forgotten 
that they had the owner's permission to take it. 
Besides, there is reason to thmk that it was 
their intention to return the ass again after their 
Master had arrived in Jerusalem, and as it had 
never been broken to labor, the owner could 
not be supposed to want it, at least till they 
should have done with it. And finally we may 
say, as the disciples were instructed to say — 
"The Lord ^ hath need of him;" which of 
course supersedes every other claim. 

The practice of the Savior, and his apostles 
after him, of sending out for missionary or other 
purposes two or more men in company of very 
different temperaments and character, was so 
common that we can hardly regard it as [acci- 
dental. It was sometimes, in all probability, 
by the direct intimation of the Spirit of God. 
Thus Peter and John traveled much together, 
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both before and after Christ's crucifixion. Thus, 
too, Paul and Barnabas, Barnabas and Mark, 
Paul and Timothy, and so on. Thus, too, 
in our own times, we trust it is by direction of 
the Spirit of God, that men of very contxaiy 
temperaments are often sent out on missionary 
enterprises together. Cne of them in such 
cases, acts as a check, or serves as an encour- 
agement and incitement to tlie others. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

WASHING FEET. 

It is difficult to say what single event — pre- 
vious to his denial of our Lord — exhibits 
Peter's character m a more striking light than 
the following. It was at the close of the feast 
of the Passover. Jesus, anxious to t^ach his 
disciples a great and important lesson of humili- 
ty, rose from supper, laid aside his upper loose 
garment, girded himself with a towel or napkin, 
poured some water into a basin, and began to 
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wash their feet, and afterwards to wipe them 
with the towel. This was too much for Peter 
to endure. He could hardly bear the idea that 
his Lord should stoop to such a menial office as 
that of washing feet. However he said nodi- 
ing till Jesus came to him, in his turn ; when 
he at once expressed his astonishment. "Lord, 
said he, are you about to wash my feet ?" The 
Savior endeavored to reconcile his feelings to 
the ceremony, by telling him that though he 
might not fully understand its meaning just now, 
he would understand it more fully at a future 
time. 

Peter was not satisfied with this, and his 
whole soul revolted at the idea of such conde- 
scension. " Lord," said he, " thou shalt never 
wash my feet." " If I wash thee not," said Jesus 
m reply, " thou hast no part with me." Sud- 
denly, as if with the swiftness of lightning, 
Pfeter was so changed in his wishes and feelings 
that he begged the Savior to wash not only his 
hands and his feet, but also his head. 

Happy will it be for us, when we imitate — 
not the forwardness or rashness of Peter, but 
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his whole-heartedness in returning to duty 
when Jesus gave him a hint or a gentle admo- 
nition. Happy for us, when apxious to be 
washed wholly in the fountain which is opened 
for Judah and Jerusalem to wash in, can we ex- 
claim with Peter, " Lord, not my hands and feet 
only, but also my head." 

When Christ ate his last supper with' the 
twelve, it was under very peculiar circumstances. 
There was indeed no poison that we know of 
among the dishes, as Has sometimes been the 
case at feasts; but worse than all this, there 
was a traitor at the table. Judas, one of the 
twelve, one whom Jesus had chosen to be con- 
stantly with him — a bosom friend, as it were— 
who ought to have been overcome with the 
kindness and condescension Christ had con- 
stantly shown, especially in the ceremony of 
washing feet ; this same Judas had now made 
up his mind, for a pitiful sum of money, to give 
up his Lord and Master to the chief priests, liis 
enraged enemies. 

All this Christ knew perfectly, well, and at 
the close of the supper told them that one of 
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them would betray him. And while they were 
sorrowfiil, and wondering among themselves, 
and asking who should do such a thing, Jesus 
went further, and gave them a. sign, saying ; 
that it was he who should dip his hand with him 
in the dish. But Peter, impatient to wait the 
event, beckoned to him and pressed him still 
forther ; and finally obtained an assurance that 
he was the traitor to whom he should pass a 
morsel when he had dipped it. Peter said no 
more ; for Jesus immediately dipped the morsel, 
and having done so, gave it to Judas Iscariot. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

FALL OF PETER FORETOLD. 

There are usually said to be ten of God's 
commandments. That is, ten were given by 
Grod, on Mount Sinai. Christ not only approv- 
ed of these, but seems to have added another. 
**A new commandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another, as I have loved you."—- 
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This he one day said to the twelve, and im- 
mediately after it, he added, " By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another." 

It was during this same conversation that 
Christ spoke of going away to leave them, and 
Peter expressed such a desire to follow him. 
It was at this same time, too, while Peter was 
expressing his strong desire to follow Jesus, and 
saying that he was willing to lay down his life 
for his sake, that the latter uttered the predic- 
tion of his dreadfiil downfall — "Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, the cock shall not crow twice, 
till thou hast denied me thrice." 

It is affecting to consider how strange hu- 
man nature is. It is affecting to observe, but 
for a moment, the conduct of Peter. Why, 
this was the very next conversation Jesus had 
with his disciples after the supper. Could 
Peter, almost before Judas was out of sight, 
forget what anguish they had just had on his 
account ? 

Oh no! There was no forgetting. Peter, 
doubtless, was strong in the belief that Jesus' 
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prediction would fail this time. " h thy ser- 
vant a dog, that he should do this great thing ? " 
Hazael once said ; and Pete.- probably felt so, 
if he did not say it. 

Alas, for those who feel so confident ! " I 
tremble for the man who does not tremble for 
himself; " a preacher once said, m reference to 
the danger to which people are exposed of be- 
commg intemperate ; and every thinking person 
might say the same thing with respect to the 
danger of his fellow men from many other vices, 
as well as intemperance. 

<^ Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath dedred 
to have you that he niight sift you as wheat," 
said the Savicn: to Peter, one day, shortly after- 
ward ; " but," he immediately added, " I have 
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not ; and 
when thou art converted, strengthen thy breth- 
ren." 

Whether Peter understood the Lord, as re- 
ferring to that denial of him which he had be- 
fore foretold, we do not know. His answer, at 
all events, was very much like the one he gaye his 
Master on that occasion ; " Lord," says he, " I 
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am ready to go with thee, both into prison and 
to death.'* So that he felt as strong as ever. 
But Jesus agam assured him of his downfall, 
in language which must have gone to his heart. 
** I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this 
night, before that thou shall thrice deny that 
thou knowest me." By which was meant, as 
I suppose, that the prediction would be fulfilled 
before three o'clock m the morning.; the usual 
time of cock crowing. 

How Peter could have held up his head in 
view of even the possibility of such an event as 
Jesus predicted, is impossible for me to conceive 
on any other supposition except that he be- 
lieved it would not come to pass. You will ask 
bow he could think it possible for the Savior to 
be mistaken. T^e reply is that he did not, at 
that time, understand the character of the Savior 
as well as he did after his death and resurrec- 
tion. Until that time, both he and the rest of 
the disciples were very much in the dark on 
this subject. 

7 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Peter's fall foretold the third time. 

The Mount of Olives was about a mile 
north-eastward of Jerusalem. Jesus was very 
much in the . habit of going there, sometimes 
alone, and sometimes in company with his dis- 
ciples — perhaps to get out of the noise of a great 
city — ^for he appears to have been very un- 
friendly to parade and tumult, and to have been 
a great lover of simplicity and quiet. 

Almost immediately after he had eaten his 
last supper, he and his twelve disciples crossed 
the brook Cedron, and went towards the Mount 
of Olives. No sooner had they arrived at the 
mount than Jesus again foretold his own speedy 
death ; and not only foretold his death, but the 
strange fact that all his apostles, much as they 
now loved him, would in his last moments for- 
sake him. " 1 will smite the shepherd,*' said 
he, quoting a passage from the Old Testament, 
and applying it to his own case, " and the sheep 
of the flock shall be scattered abroad." 
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Upon hearing this, Peter, as ready as ever to 
presume on his own strength of attachment to 
his Master, as well as on his own disposition 
and power to stand by him in all times of 
trial, strongly assured the Savior that if every 
body else forsook him, he would not, to the day 
of his death. And he no doubt thought so. 

But Jesus better knew the human heart ; 
and he repeated to him the solemn, and as, it 
turned out, prophetic assertion, that he had 
made once before, and nearly in the same 
words ; " Verily I say unto thee, that this day, 
even in this night, before the cock crow twice, 
thou shalt (that is, thou wilt) deny me thrice." 

By this time, one would think, the presuming 
Peter began to tremble. But no such thing. 
Strong in hb own strength as ever, at least m 
imagination — ^he only insisted on his loyalty 
more stoutly than he had ever done before, re- 
peating with much vehemence, that he would 
sooner die with his Master, in the worst circum- 
stances, than be guilty of denying him in any 
way whatever. 

We shall presently see what became of him. 
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The sad hour was at hand when he was to 
know more of the depth of his depravity, and of 
his own weakness, without divine aid, than he 
had ever known before ; and to know it in all 
the bitterness and anguish of repentance. It 
often happens that when we feel so sure of our 
steadfastness, we are on the very verge of a pre- 
cipice. Happy are we if we do not fall irre- 
coverably. Happy even if with Peter we find 
a season and place and space of repentance, 
though it be with bitter tears. But happiest of 
all is he who keeps close to his Master, in ad- 
versity as well as in prosperity. " Let him that 
thinketh he standeth," however, " take heed 
lest he fall." 



CHAPTER XX. 

THE GARDEN OF 6ETHSEMANE. 

Near the foot of Mount Olivet, on the side 
of the mount towards Jerusalem, was a very 
pleasant garden, where the Savior and the apos- 
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ties used often to resort. It was an even 
plat of ground, containing, as it is supposed, 
about three quarters of an acre. The name 
Gethsemane, signifies oil press ; but whether 
there were any oil presses at the place or not, 
does not appear. The garden was beautifiiUy 
shaded with olive trees ; and it is said that 
there are six or eight ancient trees of this kmd, 
standing on the same spot at the present time. 

This, then, was the place where Jesus re- 
tired to endure what is sometimes called the 
agony. It was here that m his distress he 
sweat great drops, like drops of blood. But we 
must proceed with our story now, and make 
our reflections afterward. 

When Jesus and his disciples came mto the 
garden, Jesus requested nine of them to remain 
where they were, while he went with three of 
them — ^Peter, James and John — ^mto a retired 
part of it for prayer. There he told them of 
his sorrows, and the heaviness of his soul ; and 
gave them, as it is supposed, some intimations of 
what was about to happen to him. But whether 
it was because they were excessively weary, or 
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whether there was some other reason for their 
stupidity, his remarks appear to have made very- 
little impression on their minds. For while he 
had stepped away from them only " about a 
stone's cast," to'pray , they all fell asleep, although 
he had specially enjoined it on them to keep 
awake, and watch with him. 

No wonder he should rebuke them, for their 
stupid conduct, even if they were fatigued ; for 
surely in a time like this, they ought to have 
kept awake for one short hour ; and he told 
them so. Nor was it to be wondered at that he 
should address himself particularly to Peter, 
whpn we consider how forward Peter had been 
to profess his attachment and devotedness to 
him. " Simon, sleepest thou ?" said he, " what, 
could ye not watch with me one hour ?" 

He went away the second time to pray ; but 
before he went, he repeated his caution that 
they should keep awake ; and warned them of 
danger, if they did not. A stranger to human 
nature might have said, at that moment, " Now, 
surely, they will keep awake till he returns." 
But no ; when he came back, he found them 
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fast asleep again. Perhaps their sorrow con- 
tributed to make them more dull and sleepy 
than otherwise they would have been. They 
do not appear to have awaked, till the Sa- 
vior had been away and prayed the third time, 
when he roused them up, and after again gen- 
tly reproaching them for their stupidity, told 
them that the hour was at hand in which he 
should be betrayed. 

Immediately upon this, Judas Iscariot came 
up, and with him a great company of persons, 
armed with swords and staves ; and when Ju- 
das had pomted out the Savior to them, he was 
taken as a prisoner. ' 

I spoke of making some reflections at the 
end of this chapter. But all that I have in view 
is to call to the minds of my young readers the 
fact of our Savior's sweating blood. For 
whether blood was really forced through the 
pores of his skin, or whether it was a cold, 
clammy moisture that adhered to his skin, in 
large drops, as big as drops of blood, which 
some suppose to be the meanmg of the passage, 
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his agony must have been very great ; and let 
U9 remember, above all, that it was endured for . 
us. 



CHAPTER XXL 

CUTTING OFF AN EAR. THE DESERTION. 

The disciples of Jesus were now no longer 
dull, or sleepy. They had all the feelings of 
human nature, and of human nature too in a 
most trjring situation. Their best friend was in 
the hands of his insolent and bitter enemies ; 
and they were dragging him off — perhaps to 
suffer an ignoitiinious death. And though the 
number of those who had seized on him was 
ten times greater than that of their own party, 
is it surprising that they felt, at first, a little of 
the spirit of resistance ? Is it to be wondered 
at, that the forward, zealous, and sometimes 
even rash Simon Peter, should have been roused 
to draw his sword in his Master's defence ? 
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Not at all. Peter was exactly the man to 
commence a work of resistance, even against 
overpowering forces ; and he did do it. He 
" drew his sword, and struck a servant of the 
high priest, and smote off his ear." It is a 
wonder it had not been his head ; and a still 
greater wonder that the servant made no attempt, 
so far as we can learn, to return the blow. 

Perhaps, however, the answer of Jesus — 
or rather his command to Peter — ^and the mirac- 
ulous cure that he effected, were quick enough 
to prevent any return of the blow. The com- 
mand to Peter was to put up his sword ; ob- 
serving that those who were so ready to use vi- 
olent measures m their own defence, were al- 
most sure to bring back trouble and violence 
upon their own heads; and intimating that 
though he could command many legions of an- 
gels to his rescue, if he chose, such was not his 
will ; but on the contrary it was a part of the 
divine plan that he should submit. 

And now followed one of the strangest events 
recorded in history. Strange, I say, not that 
friends never forsook friends before or since ; 
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but because men who had been so long under 
the influence of the precepts and example of 
the best of Beings — ^the Savior of the world — 
should liave so conducted. Strange that it 
should be placed on record by one of the party 
themselves, to stand till the end of the world, 
that alarmed at what was before them, they all 
deserted their Master in this perilous hour, and 
only consulted their own safety. But so it was. 
Even the forward, resolute, courageous Peter was 
off in a twinkling with the rest of them ; and 
for a little while the mild, meek, benevolent and 
inoffensive Jesus was left alone in their hands. 

Some think there is one thing which ought 
to be an apology for them. Although the Sa- 
vior had spoken to them of dying and rising 
again the third day, yet is it not probable that, 
like other Jews, they could not so far give up 
the idea of his becoming a king and ruling over 
their nation, as to understand him fully ? And 
though they now saw him betrayed and led 
away by the enraged multitude, and the ava- 
ricious Judas among them, yet as they had 
seen him work surprismg miracles in behalf of 
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Others, is it not possible that they supposed he 
would work a miracle in his own behalf when- 
ever he was ready to do it ? 

These considerations, I say, with some, are 
regarded as a partial excuse for their cowardly 
and apparently ungrateful conduct ; with how 
much reason, I do not pretend to judge. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

Peter's denial and suBSEquENT repentance. 

Whether Peter was the first to' run away, 
in the hour of the Savior's danger, or not, he 
was the first to return. Not openly and boldly, 
it is true ; but as the Savior was now before the 
Sanhedrim, or Jewish council, to undergo a 
trial, he only came back to the outer court of 
the council-house, or palace, where the servants 
were, and pretending to be a stranger, drawn 
there firom curiosity, he staid and watched the 
proceedings of the council. One more of the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



93 LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 

disciples came with him — ^I believe it was? 
John — ^but it is not probable that Peter and he 
held any conversation together, as they might 
thus have been suspected. 

But this going in, and associating with the* 
servants, in this case, was bad policy in Peter* 
If there was no hope of doing the Savior any 
good, he made a sad mistake thus to thrust 
himself into the midst of his enemies, where he- 
would be obliged to hear all their scoffi and 
insults. One thing in particular, should have- 
been remembered. As it was one of the high 
priesfs servants whose ear he had cut off, 
he would be likely to find the high priest's ser- 
vants generally exasperated, and to hear no 
good of himself, ^ven if he could remain unob- 
served. This to a man of his temper, was " en- 
tering mto temptation, " a step which he had 
constantly been taught to avoid. 

John, who, as it appears, was acquainted with 
Caiaphas, tlie high priest, and had been the 
means of introducing Peter to their fire, where 
he might warm himself, was now sitting with 
Jesus before the council. Reader^ did you. 
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ever think of this? The forward Peter, afraid 
to be seen and publicly known, skulking about 
as it were, while the lovely John, more timid, 
perhaps, but yet more truly bold, sittmg with 
his Master in the very face of danger and death ! 

The weather was now quite cold for so warm 
a climate as that of Palestine, and as the ser- 
vants and officers had a good fire, in the hall, 
Peter sat by it, where he could at once keep 
warm and see how matters went on with his 
Master. 

Presently a female servant, that attended at 
the door, recognized him, as she thought, and 
after attentively examining his features for some 
time, at last spoke to him, and asked if he was 
not one of the prisoner's disciples. 

Now, indeed, came the temptation upon 
Peter to tell a falsehood, and deny his Lord. — 
Probably his fear of being taken, and his dread 
of the consequences, had been increasing ever 
after he came into the hall ; and though ready 
a little before to figiit for others, he was now so 
alarmed^ as to be ready, almost, to flee for his 
own safety. Such, at any rate, were his feel- 
8 
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ings, and so great the temptation to deny the 
truth, that in answer to the servant he asserted, 
positively, that he did not even know the Gat- 
Uean, as they called the Savior. 

After the denial, he went out mto the porch, 
as if about to go away. The night was now 
far spent, the dawn of day was not far off; and 
suddenly the cock crew. One would think this cir- 
cumstance might have brought the Savior's pre- 
diction and his own condition to his mind ; but 
the fact was not so. 

Presently the servant maid that had been so 
closely observing him, in company with anoth- 
er, came to Peter again, and msisted that he 
must certamly be one of th^ prisoner's disciples. 
But he denied it again. 

It is an old maxim, " Those that will lie will 
swear, and those that will swear, will steal." 
Whether true or not, literally, the spirit of this 
maxim is certainly in accordance with facts. — 
One wrong word or deed, unrepented of, most 
surely leads to another. So it was, most stri- 
kmgly, with Peter. He not only denied the Sa- 
vior, the second time, but now to his falsehood 
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he added profaneness ; swearing, wickedly, that 
he did not know any thmg at all about the Gal- 
ilean whom they held as a prisoner. 

Peter, continuing to linger about, was ac- 
costed, about an hour afterward, by a relative 
of the young man whose ear he had cut off, in 
the same manner as he had been by the female 
servants. Surely, said he, you are a Galilean ; 
and asked him if he had not seen him and the 
prisoner in the garden together. Others insbted 
that he must be a Galilean, for his speech be- 
trayed him.* Goaded now to the utmost by 
their vexatious charges, and out of all patience, 
besides beginning, in all probability, to fear for 
his safety still more than ever, he repeated what 
he had said, and even began to curse and swear 
about it. But while he was making this third 
denial, the cock crew again. 

Did he repent now ? There is no reason to 
think that what the Savior had told him— -that 
before the cock should again crow twice, he 
should three times deny that he' knew him — 
ever came to his thoughts till Jesus reminded 

* Rather his dialect, as we should say. The Galileans spoke 
the same lang^uage as the people of Judea, but they spoke it 
in a manner more broad, unpoliGhed, and confused. 
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faim crf'it. But how, if the Savior was a prisoner 
and Peter concealed himself? The Savior was 
where he could see him. " The Lord turned 
and kx^ed upon Peter. " This was enough. 
Petttwas now melted. He saw the whole 
matter b its true light. He thought upon it — 
he did not diive it out of his mind as soon as he 
could — he thought about it, he wept bitter tears 
erf* repentance ; repentance, too, that was genu- 
ine. This repentance ^-as succeeded by re- 
farmadfm^ as we shall see ii^ the sequel of his 
history. 

As to Peter's swearing, although I have no 
wish to palliate his guilt at all) in that matter or 
in any thmg else, it may not be improper to say 
that swearing ^'as almost a universal vice 
unong the Jews at that time ; and it is by no 
means improbable that most of the twelve dis- 
ciples of the Savior, and especially the fisher-- 
«•«•, were accustomed to swear before they be- 
came attached to the Savior. Nothing less was 
to have been expected of Peter then, than that 
when he had once fallen into sin, he would re- 
tum to his fonner habit of sweating, at least 
when in a pasaon. 
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One of the great lessons to be learned from 
Peter's sad fall is, not to begin to indulge in 
sin. If we begin, we know not where we shall 
end. One wrong step paves the way for an- 
other ; and that for another ; and so on, per- 
haps to the close of life, unless a merciful Prov- 
idence arrests us. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

VISIT TO THE savior's SEPULCHRE. 

Where Peter was, after the events of the 
foregoing chapter, especially during the terrible 
day of the crucifixion of his Lord and Master, 
we are not told. There is no reason to believe 
that he left Jerusalem ; for it plainly appears 
that he was there early the next morning after 
the Sabbath. For when the women came to 
the Savior's sepulchre and saw the angel, they 
were told by him to go quickly and inform the 
disciples, and Peter especially, that the Savior 
had ris^, as he had foretold. 
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It was these two fellow disciples that found 
the Imen clothes, in which the Savior's body 
had been wrapped, as well as the napkin that 
had been about his head, laid by in good order, 
while the body was missing. Hardly willing 
to trust their own eyes, and quite unwilling to 
trust the eyes of others, they had entered the 
sepulchre and examined every thing for them- 
selves ; and were thus competent witnesses of 
what they asserted for trutli, viz : that he had 
risen. 

It might be supposed by one who knew 
nothing of the hardness of the human heart, its 
proneness to unbelief, or the strength of early 
prejudices and habits of thinking, that the whole 
mystery would now have been unravelled to 
Peter and John, and that they would have 
clearly understood the character of their Lord 
and Master. But it appeals otherwise. It 
appears that the notion of his resurrection was 
still strange to them, and that they did not at 
all understand it. They " went away again 
unto their own home, wondering at that which 
was come to pass." " For as yet they knew 
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not the scripture, that he must rise again fiom 
the dead." 

Had Peter and John a home, then, in Jeru- 
salem? They probably had some favorite 
firiends there, at whose house they put up ; and 
which, for the time, was considered as their 
home. There is even some reason for believ- 
ing that John had a house in Jerusalem or 
near it ; and if so, this may have been the 
»place referred to. 

At all events, it appears that notwithstand- 
ing they had deserted the Savior but a little 
while before in so cowardly a manner, they 
were now frequently on the spot of the cruci- 
fixion or near it ; whatever might have been 
the danger to which they were exposed in so 
doing. For every reader of the Bible will 
recollect that when the Savior appeared to 
Mary Magdalene, he directed her to tell the 
disdpleJs, meaning doubtless the eleven apos- 
tles ; * and that, though they did not believe 

* I say here the eleveUf because the scriptures speak in the 
same manner; and because it is pretty evident, from the 
whole tenor of the Bible narrative, that Judas did not now as- 
sociate with the disciples ; — if indeed he had not already de- 
stroyed himself. 
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I 

her, she carried the message : and it does not 
appear likely that she had very far to cany it. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE savior's appearance TO PETER. 

Although Peter had so lately disgraced him- 
self and dishonored his Master, yet he was now 
really and truly penitent. He was now, no 
doubt, ready to do what the Savior required of 
him, however great the risk, and however cost- 
ly the sacrifice. He was now truly humbled, 
and therefore ready to be " exalted," and hon- 
ored. 

And honored indeed he was. He appears 
most clearly to have been the first of the apos- 
tles, who had the pleasure of seeing the bless- 
ed Jesus after his resurrection. What must 
have been his feelings at the sight ! Surely it 
must have been a trying time with him. Shame 
and confiision for his late sad desertion and fall, 
and sorrow for his unbelief generally, on the 
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one hand, with emotions of gratitude and ex- 
cessive joy on the other, must have nearly or 
quite overpowered him. 

When, or where, or under what peculiar 
circumstances Peter came to tliis honor, we 
are no where told. All we know is from the 
simple declaration of some of his companions ; 
" The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared 
to Simon ! " 

The second interview of Peter with the 
Savior after the resurrection, was on the eve- 
ning of the next Sabbath. The eleven disci- 
ples, except Thomas, having assembled with 
closed doors — probably for prayer and praise — 
Jesus suddenly stood m the midst of them. — 
Though they had hitlierto doubted whether he 
had actually risen, and whether Peter and 
Mary and the other men and women might not 
have been somehow or other mistaken, they 
now had all their doubts fully removed by his 
actual presence. He not only showed them 
his wounded hands and feet, but ate with them. 

Some time after this he met them again in 
Galilee ; and Peter among the rest. It is m- 
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deed probable that during the forty days of his 
residence qn earth, before his ascension, the 
disciples, and Peter especially, had many inter- 
■ views with him which the inspired writers have 
not seen fit to record. One or two more only 
with Peter, are recorded ; and one of them 
will form the subject of the next chapter. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

FISHING. Peter's death foretold. 

About this time, the eleven apostles — prob- 
ably in accordance with the known wishes of 
the Savior — made a journey from Jerusalem to 
Galilee. They had scarcely arrived there be- 
fore Peter who had not yet forgotten his old 
employment of fishing, proposed to James, 
John, Thomas and Nathaniel, and two other of 
the disciples, to go a fishing on the sea of Gali- 
lee — ^whether for pleasure or profit we are not 
told ; though it is not likely such holy men as 
the apostles were, would have gone a fishing 
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for no other purpose than merely the pleasure 
of it, as many unthmking people do now. 

At any rate, they went. They fished in 
two boats all night, but without any success. 
The next morning, as they were a hundred 
yards or so fix)m the shore, they saw a stranger 
— as they took him to be — standing on the 
shore, who asked Peter and those in his boat if 
they had any thing to eat. When they told 
him they had nothing, not even a single fish, 
he told them that if they would cast the net at 
the right hand side of the boat, they would 
have success. 

Whether they placed much confidence in 
what the stranger said, or not, they concluded 
to follow his advice ; and they had no sooner 
done it, than they found it enclosed so great a 
multitude of fishes that they could hardly drag 
it along. 

Now it was that John began to suspect who 
the stranger might be. " Peter," said he, " it 
is the Lord." Probably it brought to his mind 
so strongly the circumstances of a former mira- 
cle, that he could not help thinking this too was 
miraculous, and fix)m the same soui^g^^QQ^i^ 
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Peter no sooner heard fix>m John the name 
of the Savior than with his accustomed forward- 
ness, ardor and zeal, he girded his outer gar- 
noient, leaped into the sea and swam ashore ; 
appearing to forget all ahout the net or the 
fishes. The rest of the apostles, however, re- 
mamed in the boat, and dragged it as fast as 
they could towards land. The rest of them 
al^o soon came ashore, where they found Jesus 
had a fire and some provisions for them already 
cooked ; to which he proposed they should add 
some of the fish from their own net. So Peter 
and his brethren drew the net m, as soon as 
they could with safety, and found it to contain a 
hundred and fifty-three very large fishes ; so 
large, indeed, that they wondered why it did 
not break the net. 

Havbg completed their work and prepared 
some of their fish, they ' took dinner. The 
Jews were accustomed to have but two set 
ineals ; one at eleven o'clock m the forenoon, 
and another at five in the afternoon ; the former 
of which they called dinner, and the latter sup- 
per. Though not yet eleven o'clock, yet as it 
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was their first meal, they called it dmner, of 
course. 

When dinner was over, the Savior entered 
into a long conversation with Peter. He first 
asked him whether he loved him more than 
these ; meanmg the fish, as I suppose, though 
some say he referred to the gain which he 
would probably derive fix)m the sale of the 
fishes ; or more than his secular employments 
and interests generally ; or as others still believe, 
more than his fellow disciples. Peter's reply 
was, " Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I love 
thee." " Feed my lambs," then, said the 
Savior. 

Who were meant by lambs, no one can 
doubt. Jesus was fond of comparing himself 
to a shepherd, and his followers to a flock of 
sheep. The lambs of a flock may here de- 
note not only children and youth, but also feeble 
Christians, both of which always demand the 
most tender and careful attenticHi. Tliis atten- 
tion, especially to feeble Christians, Peter's late 
experience of his own weakness and firailty 
ought to have prepared him to exercise ; and 
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to remind him of this was no doubt one princi- 
pal object of the Savior in this address. 

The same question was again put to Peter, 
and was followed by the same answer. The 
Savior then enjoined on hira the general offices 
and duties of a minister, not only to the feebler 
believers, but to all. "Feed" said he, "my 
sheep." 

The same question was finally put the third 
time. For what reason the Savior pressed it 
so much we do not exactly know, except to 
impress more deeply the mind of Peter. Per- 
haps, as some have imagined, it was intended 
to remind him of having thrice denied him. 
And surely it might be expected that his pro- 
fessions of love to Jesus should be as many 
times repeated as the words of his former de- 
nial were. Peter's patience, however, was a 
little tried when the Savior fisked him the third 
time, " Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? " 
and he exclaimed, " Yes, Lord, thou knowest 
all things ; thou knowest that I love thee." — 
This was enough. Our Lord here ceased his 
examination, and only repeated once more the 
injunction, " Feed my sheep." 
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But now followed a declaration of the Savior 
which must have touched Peter to the heart ; 
though instead of weakening his faith, it prob- 
ably strengthened it. He was now no doubt 
completely " cured " of all unbelief, and ready 
to spend and be spent in the cause of his 
Master. 

" Verily, verily," said Jesus, — and he never 
began a series of remarks in this manner which 
was not one of great and solemn importance — 
" when thou wast young thou girdedst thyself, 
and walkedst whither thou wouldst ; but when 
thoii shalt be old thou shall stretch forth thy 
hands, and another shall gird thee and carry 
thee whither tliou wouldst not." This was a 
prophecy, in regard to tlie manner of Peter's 
death. Of diis I shall speak again at the end 
of the volume. The Savior concluded his re- 
marks by a very common and general injunc- 
tion of his, " Follow me." 

Peter accordingly followed him ; but as he 
went along, his thoughts, for a moment, were 
turned to John, who was also following. After 
casting his eyes around to this humble and af- 
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fectionate fellow disciple, he asked the Savior 
what was to become of him. " Must he, too," 
he seems to have meant, " who has always lov- 
ed thee affectionately, and never for once 
grieved thee as 1 have done ; — ^raust he perish 
by violence in the same manner? Or if not, 
what is to become of him ? " 

The Savior did not aiiswer Peter's question 
so fidly as he might possibly have desired. 
After showing him that the manner of John's 
death was a thing about which he ought not to 
concern himself particularly, he only added, 
" If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee ? Follow thou me." As if he had said, 
If it should be my pleasure that John's life 
should be lengthened out far beyond thine, 
even till he shall see those judgments inflicted 
on the Jewish nation, which they are justly 
doomed to suffer, this is very little concern of 
thine. Thy business is simply to obey me, and 
follow my directions. 

The conversation between the Savior and 
Peter ended here ; though the latter part of it — 
that I mean which referred to John's^ tarrying 
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till the Savior came — does not appear to have 
been understood, certainly by none of the 
eleven except John and Peter; for some of 
them thought it was intended to imply that 
John would not see death at all, but would be 
removed from the earth in some other manner, 
perhaps like Enoch or Elijah. Yet nothing 
could have been farther from the Savior's in- 
tenti(»is. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

peter' S LAST INTERVIEW WITH THE SAVIOR, 

After the very interesting meeting of the 
Savior with his disciples, which is described in 
the last chapter, he appears to have met with 
them often before his ascension. It was at one 
of these interviews that he directed the twelve 
not to leave Jerusalem till the promise of the 
Father, to which he had referred in former con- 
versations — the pouring out of the Holy Spirit 
— Should be fiilfilled. 
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On another occasion, he went into a fall ex- 
planation of the prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment relating to himself, and showed them how 
they applied to him ; and with what exactness ; 
and how they were now completely fulfilled. 
He also repeated to them his promise of the 
descent of the Holy Spirit. 

It was upon the latter, or a similar occasion, 
that the eleven inquired with so much earnest- 
ness whether he would not restore to them the 
fall possession of their kingdom as it had for- 
merly existed ; to which inquiry he now gave 
his final answer ; " It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons which the Father hath 
put in his own power." Adding, too, that 
whatever might be the fate of the Jews, in a 
civil point of view, it was a matter which they 
must leave chiefly to others ; that their power, 
as apostles, was to be spiritual ; and that their 
great business was to extend a spiritual king- 
dom,— -even his own — ^not only through their 
own beloved Galilee, and through Judea and 
Samaria, but also, as far as m their power, " to 
the uttermost parts of the earth." 
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We are now drawing near to the final in- 
terview which Peter had \uJi his dearest Lord 
and Master on earth. The disciples were all 
together at Jerusalem ; but they were soon to 
be separated, to meet no more bodily, till the 
resurrection of the just.. Tlici; eyes — the eyes 
of the eleven — ^were now considerably opened ; 
they saw things pretty clearly. They began 
to understand more fully the character of the 
Savior. What, then, must have been their 
feelings now that they were fully apprised that 
he was about to leave the earth forever ! It 
must, indeed, have been a most trying season. 

Jesu^ being ready for his departure to the 
highest heaven, accompanied them out of the 
city to his beloved mount of Olivet ; and, as 
appears, probably to the eastern side of it, ad- 
joining Bethany. Here he repeated his in- 
junctions to them all to consider themselves 
missionaries as long as they lived ; to make it 
their sole business to extend his Gospel ; and 
not to remit their labors till they saw it parried, 
m all its purity, to every human creature. 

In all these directions, however, whether at 
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Jenisalera, Bethany, or elsewhere, it seems to 
me impossible to ascertain that any distinction 
was made among them in regard to authority. 
Nothing was said to Peter, or James, so far as 
appears from the sacred narrative, that was not 
said to the rest. Neither of them could, surely, 
have been constituted either pope or archbish- 
op, as some of our brethren of the Christian 
world seem to suppose. No ; they- were evi- 
dently equal m power, and only unequal be- 
cause they possessed inequality of natural tal- 
ents, and of experience in the work of the 
ministry. So Jesus appears to have regarded 
the matter ; so they seem to have regarded it ; 
and so I think, we may, with safety regard it ; 
for such was undoubtedly the fact. 

But the parting hour had arrived. From 
the hill near Bethany, the Savior now began 
his glorious ascension, even while he was yet 
speaking to them with his hands on thein, and 
blessing them. Rising through the atmosphere 
he was soon enveloped in a thick cloud, and 
they lost sight of him. But they could not 
forbear for some time to gaze at the spot in the 
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visible heavens where they last saw him ; and 
their attention was only diverted by the ap- 
pearance of two celestial messengers who en- 
deavored to console them for their loss, by as- 
suring them that he whom they had now seen 
ascending in such glorious majesty would pay 
them, or rather the world, one more final visit ; 
and would comq in a manner not unlike that 
in which they had just seen him leave it. 

The apostles now returned to Jemsalem, and 
for some time — Peter as well as the rest — were 
employed chiefly in prayer and praise m the 
temple and elsewhere. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

A NEW APOSTLE APPOINTED. 

Peter, and the res tof the apostles, were now 
in Jerusalem. Here we find they spent much 
of their time in prayer. Though they are said 
to have been " continually in the temple," this 
certainly could not have been understood with- 
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out any limitation at all, and since they are 
known to have held prayer meetings at other 
places, it is most probable that they only at- 
tended in the temple at stated hours ; but this — 
until the day of Pentecost — ^was done statedly 
or " continually." 

It was at one of these meetings, very soon 
after the Savior's ascension, when not only all 
the eleven apostles were present, but also many 
other Christians, to the number, in the whole, 
of about one hundred and twenty, and Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, and other females among 
the rest, that Peter proposed to the company 
the appointment of another apostie to take the 
place of Judas. 

^ He began by showing them that the circum- 
stances of Judas's crime had been foretold in 
the Scriptures ; and that nothing had happened, 
dreadful as the results had been, but what they 
ought, as Jews who had been taught from these 
volumes, to have anticipated; and after de- 
scribing to them the particular manner of his 
violent and unnatural death, he ended by ex- 
horting them to take into immediate considera- 
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tion the appointment of a substitute. He does 
not appear to have been anxious that they 
should be hasty in making the selection, but 
rather that they should " go over the whole 
ground," and weigh well the character and 
qualifications of all the Savior's followers. 

This advice was acceptable to all, and the 
result is well known. After selecting two 
prominent candidates, Barnabas and Matthias, 
and praying to the Savior for direction in so 
important a matter, (and for some signification 
of his own wishes in regard to filling the office,) 
they cast " lots," according to the custom of 
those days, and the lot having fallen upon Mat- 
thias, he was henceforth reckoned as one of the 
" twelve," in the place of Judas. 

This does not appear to me to determine for 
us at the present day what shall be the manner 
of appointing a minister ; for if we could prove 
that not only the eleven apostles and all the 
rest of the one hundred and twenty persons pres- 
ent — even the women — ^had a voice in selecting 
a successor to Judas, it would not afford a safe 
precedent for us. True, there must be prayer 
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on such solemn occasions. But this was the ap- 
pointment of an apostle— one of the " twelve, " 
an event that never could happen again ; and 
therefore so unlike the appointment of any ordi- 
nary church officer, that we must seek for infor- 
mation on the latter point elsewhere. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 



The day of Pentecost was now come — an 
event in which Peter was to make a very con- 
spicuous figure. To go into a particular ac- 
count of the nature and object of the meeting, 
would be rather out of place in a work like this. 
It is sufficient to say that the miraculous 
descent and influence of the Holy Spirit wrought 
such amazing and unheard-of changes in the 
people who were assembled there in great num- 
bers from almost every nation under the whole 
heaven, that some of the bystanders concluded 
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they were intoxicated ; and did not hesitate ta 
make the charge. 

This roused Peter, in self defence, and in 
defence of himself and his companions, not only 
-as individuals whose own private reputation was 
at stake, but as disciples and apostles of the Sa* 
vior — men whom all the world would now have 
their, eyes upon — ^whose cause would greatly 
suffer, and peiiiaps be ruined -if such charges 
oould fairly be made to lie against them. 

After showing the improbability of their be- 
ing intoxicated at such an hour of the day — for 
it was only nine o'clock in the morning — he en- 
deavored to show by quotations from ^e proph- 
et Joel, that nothing had happened which might 
not with reason have been expected — ^nothing 
indeed but what the prophet himself had pre- 
dicted. This, if clearly made out, would, of 
course, put them to silence ; for as to the 
truth of what Joel had said, they could have 
bad no more doubts than Peter himself. 

'Having established this point, he then pro- 
fceeded with his sermon, which was of such a 
oiature that it cannot well be varied from the 
10 
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original without danger of spoiling it ; nor can 
it be very well omitted. I have therefore 
thought it best to msert it entire. 

" Ye men of Isreal ! hear these words : — 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 
amoi^g you by miracles, and wonders, and 
signs, (which God did by him in the midst of 
you, as ye yourselves also know,) him, being 
delivered by the determined counsel and foi^ 
knowledge of God ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and slam : whom 
God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of 
death : because it was not possible that he 
should be holden of it. For David speaketh 
concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always be- 
fore my face, for he is on my right hand, that 
I should not be moved : therefore did my heart 
rej(Mce, and my tongue was glad; moreover 
also my flesh shall rest in hope : because thou 
wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou 
hast made known to me the ways of life ; thou 
shalt make me fall of joy with thy coun- 
tenance. 
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" Men and brethren ! let me freely speak 
unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both 
dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us 
unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to 
him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to 
the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne ; he seeing this before spake of the res- 
urrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in 
hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. This 
Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we are all 
witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand 
of God exalted, and having received of the 
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath 
shed forth this, which ye now see and hear* 
For David is not ascended into the heavens : 
but he saith himself. The Lord said unto my 
Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I make 
thy foes thy footstool. Therefore let all the 
house of Israel know, assuredly, that God hath 
made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ." 

This sermon had a most surprising eSecU 
The multitude assembled was very great ; how 
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many thousands it is impossible to tell, or even 
to conjecture with any show of propriety. A 
considerable number no doubt were fix)m among 
the great multitudes who went out from " Je- 
rusalem and all Judea," and were baptized by 
John, before the Savior's ministry was com- 
menced. Not a few also were of those, prob- 
ably, who had been " almost persuaded " by 
the preaching of the Savior. These hearing 
such powerful preaching from Petei','and wit- 
nessing such miraculous displays of God's pres- 
ence and grace as they had, just before, and 
feeling such workings and strivings of the Holy 
Spirit within them, were most powerfiilly 
wrought upon, and immediately changed in their 
minds and feelmgs. "They were pricked in 
their hearts," — and no wonder, — ^*'and said 
unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Men 
and brethren, what shsdl we do ? " 

Peter could not have been at a loss for an 
answer. There was but one answer, in sub- 
stance, he could make. Indeed there is not 
now— there never will be but one answer to' flie 
Anxious inquiry of sinners. What shall we do? 
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<ffy What shall we do to be saved ? The answer 
may be varied somewhat, as respects the pre- 
cise words, but the meaning must forever be 
the same. Repent of your sins, believe the 
gospel and its Divine author, and submit to 
baptism and whatever he has commanded ; — 
this, or substantially this, is the answer which 
Peter gave and must and will be the answer of 
=all his true followers in every age of the church 
and of the world. 

Of particular instructions, adapted to the 
partit^ular circumstances and conditions of n^en, 
many may be givaa, it is true ; and of these. 
Peter was not unmindful. He exhorted them 
with many words, and undoubtedly cautioned 
them " long and loudly " against the danger of 
delay ; and pressed them to enter at once into 
the service of his Lord and Master. 

The result was, that many, very many, gladly 
received his word ; and, moved by the Holy 
Spirit, set out that day on a new and holy life. 
How many we do not know exactly, but it was 
at least three thousand ; for a number no less 
10* 
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amftTing than this appears to have been at once 
baptized, by Peter, and the other apostles. 

What a change in the conditiicm of Peter ! 
Only a few days before, he was not only for- 
saking hb Lord m the hour of distress and dan- 
ger, in a most cowardly manner, with the rest 
of his fellow disciples ; but doing that which 
could never have entered th^ hearts, (Judas 
excepted,) den^g him, and confirming, or en- 
deavoring to confirm his &lsehood by the most 
terrible and wicked oaths. But now he was 
not only standing forth in the face of death' and 
danger, as the open and decided advocate of 
Him who had just been put to the most cruel 
of deaths, but boldly preaching the same doc- 
trines, and not hesitating to arouse the same 
bad passions which had been concerned in ef- 
fecting his destniction ! Such a change in a 
man in a few weeks was rarely if ever witness- 
ed in that or any other age or countiy. How 
can it be accounted for? 

You will say, perhaps, that Peter did not 
stand in fear of a violent death immediately, 
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sbce the Savior had assured him that he should 
only suffer it when he became old ; and as yet 
he was but middle aged. This may alter the 
case a Kttle, but not much ; for admitting, as 
we must, the fact, it implies a very strong faith 
in what Jesus had said. Again, what the Sa-* 
laor had foretold related only to his death ; it 
did not refer to the sufferings often, in those 
days, worse, if possible, than death, which he 
might be called to undergo long before the close 
of life. It seems to me that such great suffer- 
ings, short as tliey wpre of death, as might 
naturally be expected to befal him, were quite 
sufficient to deter him from going forward and 
acting, had any thing earthly been capable of 
doing it. 

But Peter had risen above the fears of any 
thing earthly. He was now ready indeed^ to 
go with the Savior to prison and to death. He 
was now becoming as eminent in the cause of 
his Master and Redeemer, as he had just before 
been notorious in guilt and shame. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

THE LAME MAN CURED. 

We have already noticed the hct that Peter 
and.John, different as they were in character 
from each other, were often together, and trav- 
eled together. And here, soon after the day 
of Pentecost, we find them together again at 
the temple m Jerusalem, engaged in effecting 
the cure of a remarkable cripple. The cir- 
cumstances were as follows. 

There was at this time, in Jerusalem, a cer- 
tain man about forty years of age, who was 
bom lame and had always remained so ; and 
all efforts to cure him had hitherto proved un- 
successftd. Destitute, as well as lame, he was 
accustomed to get his living by soUciting the 
charity of those around him. Especially was 
it the custom of his fiiends, at the time of the 
feasts, to carry him to the temple, and lay him 
down by the Beautiful gate. This gate which 
had been built by Herod the Great, of the 
finest brass and nicest workmanship, was 
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fijTty-five feet high and twenfjr-four wide. Near 
this enormous gate then, this famous cripple 
was placed-^principally, it may be supposed, 
that his deformity and the wretchedness of his 
condition might make their appeal to the great- 
er number of those w^ho, in entering the city, 
were attracted to this gate for entrance, on ac- 
count of its peculiar splendor and beauty. 

Those who worshipped in the temple usually 
attended for this purpose at nine o'clock in the 
morning, and at three in the afternoon. 

On a certain day as Peter and John, who 
we have just said were now together at Jem-* 
salem, were going up into the temple to pray 
at three in the afternoon, the cripple asked 
them for somethbg ; not knowing probably who 
they were, and only asking them as he did 
others for money, as a means of supplying his 
immediate temporal wants. 

But Peter and John, though they had no 
money to bestow, had, by die grace of God, 
something far better. They stopped and told 
the poor man to look at them ; who, supposbg 
that charity, was about to be bestowed, did not 
hesitate to fix his attention. rr^^^rrT^ 
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This point gained, Peter then told him pliain-^ 
ly that he had neither silver nor gold to give 
him, but that he would give him of what he 
did possess. And then in an appropriate, tone 
of voice he bid him in the name of Jesus Cluist 
of Nazareth to rise up and walk. 

The poor man from some cause or other, 
either because he did not believe Petea^;,. or for 
some other reason which cannot be told, ap- 
pears at first to have hesitated. Not long, 
however ; for on Peter's taking him by the 
hand, and lifting him up, strength came mto 
his feet an ankles, instantly, and he leap^ 
about for joy ; and, as if he could not leave his 
benefactors, he walked with them into the tem- 
ple, leaping occasionally as he went along, and 
praising God. 

As he rose and went into the temple, he was 
seen and recognized by great multitudes of 
people who had always before that time sup*- 
posed him incurable. To see so remarkable a 
cripple walking about, of a sudden, perfectly 
sound like themselves, excited, of course, great 
attention ; and the news spread ahnost with the 
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^pidity of lightning. And as the lame man, 
probably out of mere gratitude, still held to 
James and John and detained them in the 
portico of the temple, the people in amazement 
flocked together gazing at the spectacle, and 
hardly knowing whether or not to believe even 
their own eyes. 

This gave Peter a fine opportunity of preach- 
ing a second sermon. In this discourse he ex- 
plained to his hearers the character of the Sa- 
vior, as fidly as he could ; told them what they 
had done in crucifying him, and the teiiible 
•consequences of their guilt, unless they repented, 
and he ended with a most pressmg application 
of the truth to their consciences. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

PETER ANO JOHN SEIZED. 

I HAVE spoken as if Peter was permitted to 
finish his sermon peaceably, but this was far 
from being the case. The priests and officers, 
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and the sect called the Sadducees* were so much 
enraged by his plain and pointed preaching, 
and so much afraid he would make the great 
mass of the people converts to Christianity, and 
thus destroy or lessen their influence, that they 
came up suddenly, with the captain of the 
temple, or rather the commander jof the tower of 
Antonia^ near the temple, before Peter had 
tdone speaking, and took both him -and J(^ 
and put them in a safe place till the -Beit day. 
I say they put them in a safe place ; I mean a 
secure place. Scott, in his commentary, says 
they put them in prison ; which was probsibly 
:the fact, as the garrison of the tower was ne?ff 
where they were. 

But they did not, by imprisoning John anft 
Peter, destroy the influence of Peter's sermon. 
Perhaps this very measure increased it. ' It ap- 
pears that about 2000 persons, at the least, 
were converted by it. The Scripture speaks, 
in such a way that some suppose 5000 were 

* There were three sects of Jews ; the Pharisees, the Sad- 
ducees, and the Cssenes, as was mentioned in a former chapter. 
The Sadducees did ik)1 believe in the existence either of angpels 
or spirits ; or in a future resurrection. 
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teonverted ; but the more general opinion is 
that this was the whble number of the disciples 
%>{ Christianity at that time, rather than the 
whole fturtber converted on that single day. 

But to return to the prisoners. The next 
tiiomiftg they were brought out to be examin- 
ed, beforfe the Jewish Sanhedi-im.* The high 
priest, Caiaphas, was also present ; a former 
high priest of the name of Annas ; and John 
and Alexander, two men of great note among 
the Jews, as well as the friends of Caiaphas the 
high priest, generally. 

When Peter and John were brought in, and 
all things were ready for the trial, the Sanhe- 
drim inquired of them by whose authority they 
actetl^ and by what pow«r or strange art it was 
that they had cured the lame man, at the Beauti- 
fiil gate of the temple. 

To these questions Peter, who was usually 
the speaker when he and John only were to- 
gether, stirred up by the Holy Spirit, made a 

* The Sanhedrim was a council consisting* of seventy-one 
or seventy-two distinguished men among the Jews, who met 
to consuh in alTairs of importance which demanded immediate 
attention. They had very great authority, for they eould try 
not only |W«phc\s and high priests, but even the king. 
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short but pithy and appropriate reply. " If," 
said he, ^' we be examined in regard to the 
good deed done to the impotent man, by what 
means he is made whole, be it known unto you 
all and to all the people of Israel, that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 
crucified, whom God raised fixxn the dead, even 
by him doth this man stand here before you 
whole. This is the stone which was set at 
nought of you builders, which has become the 
head of the comer. Neither is there salvation 
in any other; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we 
must be saved." 

Many, indeed most persons, would have been 
intimidate by such a learned and dignified as- 
sembly as Peter was called upon, in this case, 
to address ; but he seems to have been entirely 
free from fear or embarrassment, so much so 
that the council, who knew that both Peter and 
John were ignorant and unlearned, m coinpari- 
son with themselves, were very much surprised. 
They saw plainly that they were men of like 
character to him wh<xn they had just crucified. 
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and beginning to fear that such men were be- 
c(»ning numerous, they hardly knew what to do. 
Besides, there stood the lame man before them, 
perfectly restored, and all the people knew it. 

When the examination was concluded, and 
Peter wid- John were permitted to go aside, 
they consulted together what should be done. 
A miracle had been performed, they confessed, 
end a very noted one ; • and the knowledge of 
it was fast spreadmg every where abroad, as 
well as at Jerusalem. But was it possible to 
check it ? They thought it best, at least to 
try, by forbidding them to preach, and threat- 
enmg them with punishment if they did. The 
apostles were therefore called m, and forbidden 
to preach or teach in the name of Jesus Christ 
any more. 

But what was the result? Were their 
mouths to be shut in this manner ? Were two 
men who had devoted their lives to the spread 
of the gospel to be overawed by mere human 
authority ? We have their own answer. — 
" Whether it be right in the sight of God, to 
hearken unto you more than unto God, judge 
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ye. For we cannot but speak the things which 
we liave seen and heard." 

The Sanhedrim were now at a stand. They 
ibund it would not do to punish their prisoners, 
for the people would have rebelled against such 
cruelty at once. The fact that a man forty 
years- old had been so strangely and suddenly 
cured had made such an impression on their 
ininds in favor of the apostles, as could not at 
once be shaken off. It was deemed advisable, 
on'^'the whole, to let them go, without punish- 
ment ; and hush the matter as well as they 
could. So they called them, and threatened 
them, and then set them at liberty. 

As soon as they were released they went to 
the other apostles and disciples and told them 
all that had happened. This was to them all 
a season of great joy, but their joy was mixed 
with trembling. However, without further re- 
flection, they all broke out as if with one voice 
in the following prayer. 

" Lord thou art God, which hast made 
heaven, ^and earth, and the sea, and all that in 
them is ! who by the moutli of thy servant Da- 
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vid hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and 
the people imagine vain things ? The kings of 
the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered 
together against the Lord, and against his Christ. 

" For of a truth against thy holy child Jesos, 
whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and : 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the peo- 
ple of Israel, were gathered together f<» to do 
whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel deter* 
mined before to be done. And now, Lord, be* 
hold their threatenings : and grant unto thy 
servants, that with all boldness they may speak 
thy word, by stretching forth thine hand to 
heal ; and that signs and wondais may be done 
by the name of thy holy child Jesus.'? 

They had no sooner closed this earnest 
united prayer than the place where they were . 
assembled was gready agitated, as if shaken by 
an earthquake ;^and the Holy Spirit so wrought 
upon the hearts of^tire* whole oompany, that 
they began to speak the truths of the gospel 
with the same boldness that Peter and John 
had d(me ; and, as we have every reaaon to be* 
lievc, with very great power and efiect. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

DEATH OF ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA. 

It was said in a former chapter, that tlie 
number of Christians bad akeady increased to 
about five thousand ; though before I call thenr 
Clunstians so much, I ought to tell you that they 
W€re not called by this name at the period of 
which I am now speaking, nor until some time 
afterward ; nor even then, at first, except in the 
way of reproach. Just as people sometimes 
say of the followers of the impostor Mormon, 
they ara '^ Mormonites." 

These five thousand Christians were much 
better united than Christifuis generally are at 
the present day. Their great object seems to 
have been to do all they could to promote the . 
cause of the Savior. Tliose that had property 
were so anipous to spend it all in doing good, 
that they gave it all up to the twelve apostles 
to be distributed for that purpose. Whether 
their property consisted of houses, or lands, or 
something else, they sold diem, and put the 
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money mto the Christian treasury ; and the 
apostles were left to direct how it should be 
disposed of. 

There was one man, however, whose name 
was Ananias, who, with his wife Sapphu^, 
undertook to defraud. They sold all their pos- 
sessions, and pretending to be Christians, 
brought a part of the money and put it in along 
with the rest, but kept back another part. Now 
idl this was well enough,^ if they had only told 
the apostles how it was ; but they did not do 
this. They pretended they had brought and 
delivered up to them aU, 

But Peter being informed of the imposition 
in some way by the Spirit of God, with his 
usual boldness immediately told Ananias of 
hb fraud, and asked him how it was possible 
that he could thus let Satan get the advantage 
over him. While it was unsold, he told him, 
the land was entirely his own ; and he was 
under no sort of obligation to give it up and put 
it m the common stock ; that this having all 
things in common was a matter entirely at 
every one's own choice, — ^no compulsion — and 
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that even after be had sold it, he was not 
obliged to give up the money. But to give up 
a part of it, and then say that this part was the 
whole, was a most base and wicked falsehoods 
That it was not merely lying to men, but also 
to God. 

Such was the confusion of Ananias at these 
reproaches of Peter, that he did not answer, or 
attempt to answer a word. Perhaps he had no 
time. For so heinous was the sin in the sight 
of Heaven that the decree had already gone 
forth fiom the eternal throne, "Thou shaltdie." 
He fell dead at Peter's feet, almost befofe he 
had done speakmg ; and such was the general 
terror spread abroad on account of it, that the 
young men who were near came and took up 
his body, and, for any thing which appears, 
buried it without the least preparation, and 
without giving any imformation to a smgle mem- 
ber of his family. 

Where his wife could have been all this 
while is somewhat difficult to conceive ; but- it 
appears most plamly that she was wholly igno- 
rant of her husband's death. For the Scripture 
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says it was about three hours afterward, that, 
not knowing what had happened, she came in. 
where Peter was. 

She appeared in his presence, no doubt, with 
all that aifected boldness which hardened of- 
fenders can sometimes put on, but which is 
very quickly put off again when they find them- 
selves detected, and like^ to suffer for it. — 
Peter asked whether they had sold the land for 
exactly the sum which they had put into the 
common treasury. She replied, yes. " How 
is it," said this great apostle, " that ye have- 
agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? 
Behold the feet of them which have buried thy 
husband are at the door, and shall carry thee 
out." 

The judgment of Heaven upon such daring . 
wickedness was executed as suddenly in this 
instance as in the other. She fell down dead 
instantly ; and the very persons who had ear- 
ned out and buried her husband, now commit- 
ted her body to the grave in the same uncere- 
monious manner. 

No wonder the whole neighborhood was 

Digitized by Google 



138 LIFE OF PETER THE APOSTLE. 

Struck with awe at such events, as we are told 
they were. Never, perhaps, was human guilt 
punished m a manner, more striking than in 
these instances. If miracles would ever lead 
men to receive the truth, surely it was now. 

Indeed this and numerous other miracles 
wrought by Peter and John and the rest of the 
apostles, together wit^i their preachmg, did pro- 
duce, through the power and influence of the 
Holy Spirit, a most surprising effect. The 
lines were now drawn between believers and 
unbelievers. Those who were believers, were 
such with their- whole hearts ; while those who 
had not courage to join the cause of the cruci- 
fied Savior and his followers, were only the 
more hardened. Truth, whether mforced by 
miracles, or by mere preaching, always either 
hardens or softens. It was so in the days of 
Peter ; and it is so now. 

Such multitudes were anxious to get near 
the apostles to have their sick healed, and those 
who were possessed with devils restored, that 
they seemed quite contented, if by pressing 
along in the crowd, they could get near enough, 
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especially to Peter^ to have his shadow fall on 
ih&a. And so strikingly was the power of 
God manifested, that even under these circum- 
stances many appear to have been cured in- 
stantaneously. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

PETER AGAIN IMPRISONED. 

Thus instead of fearing Caiaphas the high 
priest, and the Sadducees and Sanhedrim, the 
apostles were now laboring m the service of 
their Redeemer, with more zeal and energy, 
and apparently with more success than ever. 
But it was impossible to do this without its 
coming to the ears of those who had threatened 
them ; and of this they could not have been 
ignorant. I believe, therefore, that we are not 
apt to think enough of the great danger to , 
which they were exposed. On any human 
calculation, they could scarcely have expected 
to escape persecution ; and perhaps, with the 
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•exception of Peter and John, an immdKftte 
^nd terrible death. Was is not nearly certain 
that they who had cut off their Master would 
<;ut off the ringleaders of his followers, if they 
could ? 

And as it was reasonable to expect persecu- 
tion, so it came. The high priest and the Sad- 
ducees were more enraged than ever; and 
having procured the proper officer, they again 
had the apostles imprisoned, with a view to 
bring them a second time before the Sanhedrim. 
In this mstance they were thrown into the com- 
mon prison, where were kept the vilest male- 
factors. 

But God can at any time defeat the purposes 
of his eriemies ; and cause even die wrath of 
man to prabe hiro. People may unite to con- 
trive plans which appear ever so well calcu- 
lated to injure his cause, but how easy is it for 
Infinite Wisdom to defeat and even to overturn 
them all ! So it is now, and so it was in the 
time of the apostles. 

Here were twelve men— -we may well sup- 
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pose the twelve were all there, though we 
cannot be quite certain of it — shut up in a dirty 
prison all night, reserved for trial the next day, 
and for what ? Sure enough, what had they 
done ? Why they had gone about doing good, ' 
and endeavoring to conform, in all things, to the 
will of God ; and this too, in spite of men very 
high in authority, who had commanded them to 
he silent, and threa^tened them with punishment 
in case of disobedience. In short they were ^ 
about to be punished-— or such was the case to 
all human appearance — for doing their duty. 

But there was deliverance for them, dark as 
seemed the prospect. An angel of God came 
to the prison in the night, and opening the 
doors, commanded them to go and preach, in the 
temple, to the people who would come in to at* 
tend the morning sacrifice. 

Do you think thby hesitated ? Not at alL 
They left the prison at jonce ; and as soon as 
the hour of sacrifice came, they went into the 
temple, and begun their labors, as the angel had 
(directed. 

12 
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Very early in the morning, Caiaphas the high 
priest, assisted by his friends, called together 
the Sanhedrim, and having collected as fidl a 
house as possible, he sent proper officers to the 
prison to have the Christian prisoners brought 
out for trial. But judge, if you can, of ihe sur^ 
prise of the officers on airiving at the prison, to 
find all the doors regularly closed, but lio pris- 
oners ! It seems rather surprising that neither 
the high priest, nor his officers, nor any of the 
members of the council had heard of their 
preaching in the temple ; for such news flies 
very swiftly. But is it not highly probable that 
at the time of their sending to the prison, the 
apostles had not yet commenced their work at 
the temple ? 

Be this as it may, the officers went back to 
the council, and reported that though they found 
the doors all shut, and the keepers standing out- 
side of the gates, supposing every thing was 
safe, yet when they came to enter the apart- 
ment where the prisoners had been placed, no- 
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body was there ; nor were the prisoners to be 
found any where in the prison. 

When the high priest and others heard this . 
strange report, they began to wonder what had 
happened. Could they have bribed the k^p- 
ers of the prison ? They did not appear to 
have the means of bribery. They were evi- 
dently poor. Had any miracle happened ? — 
They had heard of none. 

But presently the mystery was cleared up. 
News came that the prisoners were preaching in 
the temple. As soon as this was known, the 
captain of the tower and the other officers 
went, by direction of the Sanhedrim, and 
brought them into court. They did it, howev- 
er, with very great mildness ; for so confident 
were the people generally that the hand of God 
was with them, that had they used violence, 
there b great reason to believe that the officers 
would have been mobbed and perhaps stoned. . 

When they had brought them in and made a 
report of what they had done, in the customary 
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manner, the prisoners were placed before the 
Sanhedrim, on tlie seat which was usually as- 
signed to criminals, and the high priest com- 
itiioced the examination. As Peter and John 
wefe what might be considered as ringleaders, 
he began with them. '^Did we not strictly 
charge you," said he, " not to teach In this 
(Jesus') name ? and behold ye have filled Jeru- 
salem with your doctrine, and intend to bring 
this man's blood upon us." 

The reply Peter made to this question, from 
Caiaphas, was one of the boldest speeches ever 
made; especially when we consider the cir- 
cumstances. He began by stating, most dis- 
tictly, that as the apostles of Jesus Christ, it 
was their duty to obey God rather than man. 
He repeated briefly the great leading doctrine^ 
of his fidth ; describmg the character of the Sa- 
vior while on earth, bis character after his as- 
eension, the great object for which his advent 
mto the world was made, fcc. ; and ended by 
declaring that he and the other apostles were 
PQt only his disciples, but witnesses of eyery 
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thing which he had suffered at their cruet 
hands, and in so infamous a manner. 

Such unexpected boldness in Peter, and such 
unmeasured severity upon themselves, was 
more than they could endure. They gnashed 
upon him with their teeth like enraged beasts ; 
and, with hearts fiiB of the most unmingled bit- 
terness, they began to take measures for de- 
stropng the whole of them. And this they 
would probably have done, under some pre- 
tence or other — such as that they had commit- 
ted blasphemy or w&re guilty of sedition or 
rebellion — ^had it not been for a very ingenious 
lawyer, by the name of Gamaliel, a member of 
the Sanhedrim. He rose in the council, and 
expressed a desire that the apostles might be 
sent out a little while, and on his request being 
granted, he labored for a long time with all the 
powers of his eloquence to convince them that 
the best policy was to let the apostles alone. 
He succeeded at length in part. The apostles 
^ere called m, scourged, forbidden once more 
to preach in the name of Jesus Christ, and then 
dismissed. ^^ 
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The whole company of the prisoners went 
away rejoicbg } not that they took pleasure in 
su^ring^-Hi>as entktuiasts sometimes' do-^— but 
rather that they were worthy to be sufferers for 
Christ and his cause. They did not cease 
preaching however. They contmUed to attend 
to the duties of their ministry^ either in the 
temple or in dwelling-houses^ just as the occa^ 
sion seemed to require ; and with as much zeal 
and boldness as if nothing at all had happened* 



CHAPTER XXXIIL 

MISSION TO SAMAlUAi 

Some time after the occurrence of the events 
taehtioned in the foregoing chapter, a persecu- 
tion more general and violent than any prece^ 
diiig one overtook the Church, and the converts 
were obliged to flee for safety^ fiut wherever 
they went, they continued to preach the gos- 
pel. Philip, one of the seven deacons, went 
and preached with great success m Samaria. 
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This was the more surprising, on account t)f 
Ihe hostility \vhich existed between the Samar- 
itans and the Jfews ; which had arisen to such 
a pitch that th6y would not transact the most 
common business together. 

No sooner did the apo^les at Jerusalem hear 
the glorious n6ws -tof a tevival of religion there, 
than they sent otit Peter * and John as mis- 
sionaries. Samaria lay thirty miles or so north- 
ward of Jerusalem. They accordingly went 
there, and labored some time with great zeal 
stnd enfect. 

There was in Samaria, at this time, a famous 
-sorcerer, as he was called, whose name was 
Simon ; though he has sometimes been called 
Simon Magus. Many people in Samaria had 
great confidence m him, and seemed to regard 
him as possessing supemactural powers. Among 
the rest, this sorcerer paid considerable atten- 
tion to religion, and was partly reckoned as one 
of the believers. 

* If Peter had been higher in office than the rest of the 
apostles, as the Catholics pretend, would he have been unt by 
them, on a mission 7 The circumstance might prove that he 
was inferior to the rest ; but never that be was superior. The 
truth is, all were equals : there was no superior. 
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It appears that after the baptism of the new- 
converts at Samaria, Peter and John were ac- 
customed to ^^ lay hands " on them, as a re- 
ligious ceremony ; and that this was followed 
by the descent and influence of the Holy Spirit. 

When Simon the sorcerer saw this laying on 
of hands, and found that the Holy Spirit was 
given to the new converts at the time, he was 
anxious to obtain the same gift ; and having 
no idea of the spiritual nature of the ceremony, 
he undertook to purchase with money the right 
of performing it. Peter reproved him for 
making such a proposal, and endeavored to 
show him that his heart was not right in the 
sight of 6od« Simon seemed somewhat alarm- 
ed at the evils- which Peter spoke of, if he con- 
tmued impenitent ; and besought the prayers 
of both him and John that God would avert 
them. It does not appear, however, that his 
disposition was at all altered. For any thing 
which we can learn from the Bible, he died as 
he livedo an unconverted man and a sorcerer. 
* When these two apostles had finished thdur 
mission in the city of Samaria, they returned 
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to Jerusalem, to tlieir ten brethren.* On their 
way they preached in many small Samaritan 
villages ; with what success we are not told. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

PETEr's travels. cure of ENEAS. 

The time having now arrived when the 
apostles, deeming it their duty to travel abroad 
and preach, themselves, partly fh)m a sense of 
duty, no doubt, but partly also on account of 
the persecution, began to go abroad mto other 
regions to proclaim the gospel, Peter made a 
tour to the north-west, and passing from city to 
city, visiting the Christian disciples wherever 
he went, strengthening and encouraging them. 
He came at last to Lydda, a considerable town 
six or eight miles from the Mediterranean sea, 
partly between- Jerusalem and Joppa. Here 

* Althoug^h the persecution had been the means of drivings 
away ^at multitudes of the new converts from Jerusalem, 
yet the apostles, yriih their usual boldpess, appear Uf hf^YV 
.rei9ai99<lf 
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the Christian converts appear to have become 
more numerous at this period than m any other 
place he had thus far visited ; and here, at 
Lydda, he staid for some time. 

It happened that there resided in Lydda a 
sick man — a paralytic * — ^who had been con- 
fined to his bed eight years. His name was 
Eneas. In this deplorable condition Peter 
found him, and seeing him anxious to be healed, 
he put forth that power which God in those 
days delegated to him and the rest of his breth- 
ren, the apostles, and restored him in an mstant. 
"Eneas," said he, "Jesus Christ maketh thee 
whole. Arise, and make thy bed." No sooner 
said than done. He arose immediately, as well 
as ever he was. 

This miracle had a surprising effect on the 
minds of the people of Lydda, and many of 

* A paralytic is a person affected with the palsy. What 
the palsy is, most oryou probably know as well as I can tell 
yoa ; for I suppose you have seen people who were afflicted 
with it. It is, in short, a numbness, and an incapacity to use 
the part affected. Sometimes it attacks one part, some- 
times another; sometimes one side of the bod^ and limbs, 
and sometimes the other. In a few instances it affects all 
the lower parts of the body ; and then the person cannot stir 
from his oed. This was probably the sort of palsy that 
troubled Eneas. 
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them believed. The news also spread to Sa- 
ron, a large fertile, inhabited* plain near it, and 
with the same consequences. The writer of 
the Acts says — " All that dwelt m Lydda and 
Saron saw him (that is, Eneas) and turned to 
the Lord.'' 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

TABITHA RESTORED TO LIFE. 

JopPA is one of the most ancient seaports in 
the world. Some say it has existed ever since 
the deluge ; and Pliny, the historian, says it 
stood diere before the flood. It is ^tuated on 
a beautifiil plain, on the coast of the Mediter- 
ranean sea, thirty miles south t)f Cesarea, and 
forty-five nortli-west of Jerusalem. But though 
ancient and celebrated, it is iH>t known that it 
was ever very populous. At present the num- 

*It is here said an inhabited plain, becanse uninhabited 
plains were, in those days, genenllj called deserts. 
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ber ol its inhabitants is not over 5000. Of 
these about 600 are Asiatic, and European 
Christians, and the greater part of the rest are 
Turks and Arabs. 

I have been thus particular, in the descrip- 
tion of Joppa, because it was tlie theatre of 
some of die most important events in Peter's 
whole life— die denial alone excepted. One 
of these events I will now proceed to relate. 

While Peter was at Lydda and Saron, the 
oews of his preaching and wcaiderfiil works 
reached Joppa, and the Christian disciples there 
sent for him to come and see them. T^o par- 
ticular circumstances which induced them to 
send just at the time when they did, were as 
follows. 

There was at Joppa, a Christian lady by die 
name of Tabitha, or Dorcas, She was one of 
the most benevolent persons in the world. — 
Though it does not appear that she was rich, 
yet it is pretty evident she gave away, in one 
form or another, all her litde earnings. While 
Peter was in Lydda, she fell sick and died. — 
They washed the corpse, according to the cus^ 
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torn of the country, and then laid it out in an 
upper chamber, and sent for Peter. 

It is not certain that any person who was 
concerned in sending for the apostle had the 
least thought of his restoring her to life. They 
!sent for hifn, I suppose, as a Christian friend ; 
or perhaps as we now send, or may very prop- 
«erly send, for a Christian minister, not only to 
•console and comfort, but to give us proper and 
.suitable advice, in order that we may derive all 
that benefit from an afflictive dispensation which 
Divine Providence intends. 

But whatever might have been the motive, 
they sent ; and Peter at once came. When * 
he arrived, they conducted him to the house of 
the deceased Tabitha, and then into the cham- 
ber where the corpse was. Here was a scene 
truly afflictive, ^o fictitious mourning ! Their 
SQETOW was unfeigned — ^genuine. They mourn- 
ed the loss of a public benefactor. Among 
these, the widows were conspicuous. One 
showed the mantles, another the coats, and 
another perhaps other thmgs, that Tabi&a 
bad noade while living. 

^^ r T 
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We are not to suppose that the apostle Peter 
was unaffected. He was no stoic. He had a 
heart ; and that heart was under the influence 
of a religion which permits — ^nay even en- 
courages and requires us — to rejoice with those 
that rejoice, and weep with those that weep. 
But he had something else to do now ; some- 
thing of more importance. 

With that kindness which, while it might 
have surprised them, indicated that some benev- 
olent purpose occupied his mind, he requests all 
the people, for a short time, to leave the room. 
He kneels ; he prays ! — ^To those without, it 
must have been a state of the most painful sus- 
pense. What was he domg? If they could 
hear the tones but not the words of earnest 
prayer, this must only have rendered the sus- 
pense still more insupportable. 

Peter now rises fipom the bed side. Turning 
to the lifeless body be said, " Tabitha, arise." 
A glorious scene followed. The dead heard. 
" She opened her eyes, and when she saw 
Peter, she sat up," m the bed. Then present- 
mg his hand to her, she stood once more upon 
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her feet, a living, breathing, inhabitant of this 
worid ! 

The door was now opened, and the widows 
and Christian neighbors were called in. What 
must have been their astonishment ! What the 
feelbgs of Tabitha ! What a joyful meeting ! 

But there will be a meeting hereafter much 
more surprising, if not more joyful. There will 
be a resurrection, not of a single person — an ob- 
scure but heavenly minded Tabitha — alone, but 
of millions of millions, at once. Tabitha will 
be there, and her mourners, and Peter. You, 
dear reader, will be there, and he tooi, who is 
now addressing you. Whether the meeting is to 
be joyful to us a//, or not, depends od ourselves, 
—our own choice. — ^May we choose wisely ! 

The news of the resurrectioa of Tabitha 
spread every where round Joppa, and produced 
the happiest effects. Multitudes were convert- 
ed, and the cause of the Gospel was greatly pro- 
moted and strengthened. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 
Cornelius's vision and message to peter. 

For some time after the raising of Tabitha 
to life, Peter remained at Joppa. He had 
taken up his lodgings with " one Simon a tan- 
ner ;" who, in all probability, was an early and 
distinguished convert to Christianity. 

Cesarea, as I have already mentioned, lay- 
about thirty miles north of Joppa. Whether 
Peter had at this time, ever visited the place is 
not certain. A circumstance took place, how- 
ever, which soon brought him there, and which 
it will be necessary briefly to ralate. 

There was a Roman centurion* at Cesarea, 
— a man of considerable distinction, — whose 
name was Cornelius. Though a Gentile, he 
appears to have possessed a most unblemished 
moral character ; to" have been benevolent and 
kind : and in his own way, a derout worship- 
per. It is said that he " prayed to God al- 

*Centurionmean8 a Roman officer, set over an hundred 
men. As Judea was at this time a Roman province, there 
were Roman officers and soldiers in all the considerable cities. 
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way ;" but we must not so construe Scripture as 
to make such passages mean all that we can. 
Nobody will suppose, that," strictly speaking, 
any person in the world ever prayed to God al- 
ways. Cornelius was doubtless in the daily 
habit of prayer ; never omitting the duty for a 
day or more together, as some, who pmfess to 
be Chi'istians, do ; but always attending to it. 
In tliis respect it may justly be said he prayed 
to God always. 

One day at the ninth hour, which answers to 
our three o'clock of the afternoon, when Cor- 
nelius had been long and earnest in prayer, he 
had a vision. In this vision, he saw, or appear- 
ed to see, an angel of God come near where he 
was, and call him very distmctly by his name. 
At first he was fiightened, and expressed some 
anxiety about his safety ; but his feelings were 
soon quieted by the heavenly messenger, who, 
assunng him that his prayers were heard in 
heaven, proceeded to give him some important 
<lirections, in regard to the means of obtaining 
increased knowledge of himself and his duty to 
his Creator. 

13* 
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" Send men to Joppa," said the messenger^ 
^^ and call for one Simon, whose surname is 
Peter. He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, 
whose house is by the sea side : he shall tell 
thee what thou oughtest to do," 

From what was said by the angel, there is 
great reason to believe that Cornelius was a 
very conscientious man, and an anxious inquirer, 
in the way of truth ; and that at the very time 
when he had his vision, he was imploring God 
for more light and instruction. However this 
may be, the Angel having thus delivered his 
message, departed ; and Cornelius, without the: 
least delay, despatched three men to Joppa to 
find Peter. - 

Why Cornelius should have been wholly un- 
acquainted with the Christians at Cesarea, and 
why he was not directed by the angel to go to 
them, mstead of sending^ to Joppa, is a little 
perplexing. Christians there were, most cer* 
tainly, at Cesarea, for Philip the deacon, some- 
times called the evangelist, had already preach- 
ed there ; and I believe was himself residing 
there at the very time when Peter had his vis- 
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ion. There were good and sufficient reasons, 
no doubt, in the mind of our heavenly Father 
for sending to Joppa ; although we should nev- 
er happen to know them. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

PETER AT JOPPA HIS VISION. 

The three men sent by Cornelius to Joppa 
were now on their way. As it was nearly 
evening when they set out, they did not reach 
there until noon the next day. At about 
twelve o'clock they found themselves approach- 
ing the city. But we will leave them for a 
while, and return to see what was become of 
Peter. 

This apostle, like many other devout Jews 
and Jewish Christians, prayed devoudy three 
times a day ; at nine o'clock in the morning, 
twelve in the forenoon, and three m the after- 
noon. It was not uncommon with him to go 
upon the house top for this purpose ; for East- 
em houses, up to the present day, are so con- 
structed that there are very pleasant walks on 
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their tops ; and you may go upon the root 
either flora the street, or by ascending a middle 
or central stairway. It was now after twelve, 
and Peter having been engaged a considerable 
time in prayer, became hungry, and would 
gladly have eaten ; but as his accustomed meal 
was not quite ready, he fell into a sort of ecstasy 
or trance. 

In this singular stat€ of mind, a great vessel, 
like a sheet with the four comers fastened to- 
gether, appeared to him, descending as it were 
from the sky or heavens, in which were con- 
tained a great variety of living animals ; es- 
pecially those which the Jews — and Peter 
was a Jew of course — ^were accustomed to re- 
gard as unclean. He heard at the same time a 
voice, as if from the celestial regions, saying to 
him, " Rise, Peter, kill and eat." 

But Peter, unaccustomed to the thought of 
eating unclean animals, immediately objected, 
saying that he never ate any thing that was 
polluted, or common. The voice then came 
the second time, bidding him not to regard any 
thing as common that (jod had cleansed. As 
if to impress his mmd the more deeply, the 
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transaction was three times repeated ; after 
which the vision wholly disappeared. 

The thought of it, however, had not disap- 
peared from Peter's mind. Having come to 
himself, he was perplexed, a long time, about 
the meaning of the vision ; but while in the 
very midst of hisi perplexity, the three men from 
Cesarea, having arrived, the Spirit of God com- 
municated a knowledge of it to Peter, and at 
the same time told him that they were come by 
Divine appointment ; directing him to accom- 
pany them without the least hesitation. Peter 
consented, beginning now to understand the 
nature and object of his late vision. 

Having accordingly gone down from the 
house top, he found the men just arrived at the 
outside of the gate, and making inquiries for 
him. He immediately told them that he was 
Peter, whom they had inquired for ; and asked 
of them their business. So they related the 
story of Cornelius's vision, as it is above. Then 
he invited them in, and lodged them for the 
night. 

The next morning, early, he set out with the 
messengers for Cesarea; where they arrived 
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the same evening. Cornelius, m expectation 
of his arrival, had invited together many of his 
fiiends, and was anxiously waiting to receive 
him. No sooner was his arrival announced 
than he went out to meet him. He approach- 
ed him, as the custom of the country required a 
person to approach the great and honorable, 
by falling down at his feet and worshipping 
him. Perhaps, too, he paid him ignorantly, a 
sort of religious reverence. Whatever the mo- 
tive might have been, however, Peter was not 
pleased with the ceremony, but bid him stand 
up before him, saying that he himself was 
nothing but a man, and therefore unworthy to 
receive this sort of homage. They now went 
into the house where the company was collect- 
ed, and entered into conversation. 

You are aU aware, said Peter, (I repeat his 
sentiments, not his precise language,) that our 
laws make it improper for us, as Jews, to visit 
or associate in any way with people of other 
nations ; believing them, as we do, to be more 
or less unclean or polluted ; but God in a late 
vbibn has shown me that I am not to regard 
any person as polluted, who earnestly desires 
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to know and dp his will. Having been sent 
for, therefore, to Cesarea, I came immediately, 
without any debate, or without asking any 
questions. Then addressing himself to Corne- 
lius, he said he should be glad to hear, bom his 
own mouth, what the circumstances were which 
had induced him thus to send for him. So 
Cornelius explained to him the whole matter. 

Peter now more fiilly convinced than ever 
that God was " no respecter of persons," and 
that his coming to Cesarea was by Divine ap- 
pointment, proceeded to set forth to Cornelius 
and his friends, in a familiar discourse of con- 
siderable length, the great truths of the gospel. 
As his usual practice was, he dwelt particularly 
on the mission and character of the Sayior ; 
and his ignominious death and glorious resur- 
rection. 

But befere his sermon was concluded, even 
while be was yet speaking to them, their hearts 
were all greatly affected by the truth which he 
so clearly and forcibly presented.* "The Holy 

* I have DO doubt that Peter's earnest mannei^-for while 
bis prudence had increased, his seal had not abated-— had 
much influence. By this I mean it was one of the initm- 
neats which God used in awakening sinners, and that darn- 
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Ghost," says the Scripture, "fell on all them 
which heard the word." 

Up to this period, the other Jews as well as 
Peter, appear to have supposed that the bless- 
ing of Christ's gospel was sent only to their 
own nation. They could not believe that Ae 
Gentiles — ^that is the other nations — ^had any 
concern with it. As there were together, at 
the house of Cornelius, both Jews and Gentiles, 
and the Holy Spirit was operating alike upon all, 
the Jews among them were greatly astonished. 

Peter, however, who began to understand 
this matter and the purposes of God much bet- 
ter than he had before done, proposed to bap- 
tize them all, Gentiles as well as Jews ; and 
the ceremony appears to have been immediately 
performed. 

On this point, a better custom prevailed in 
those early ages of the Christian church than 
now prevails. If people thought themselves 

estness at the present day, is often an instrument, in produ- 
cing similar results. I have therefore very little p^^ience with 
those preachers or Sabbath school teachers who seem to 
rtad or say things merely ; while they do not appear to feel 
them. I should be glad to see them in earnest. The only 
wise God our Savior and the angels, are in earnest ; most 
not man So in earnest^ then, if he would co-operate with them, 
in their efforts ? 
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really turned to God, and set out on a new and 
holy life, they did not wait an unreasonable 
time for others. Whether one hundred, or ten, 
or one only would join them, in the ordinance, 
was a question which, in all probability, never 
for once entered their minds. Their only ques- 
tion seems to me to have been individually ; 
What is my duty ? — ^not so much. What ought 
others to do ? And what they thought they 
ought to do, they performed— -without waiting 
for compliments. 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

PETER CALLED TO AN ACCOUNT FOR HIS CONDUCT. 

After the sudden and remarkable conver- 
sion of Cornelius and all his friends who were 
present with him, Peter was invited to spend 
some time with them, and, for any thmg which 
appears to the contrary in the sacred narrative, 
he consented. 

In the mean time those of the apostles who 
remamed at Jerusalem and the other brethren 
14 
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there, having heard what had happened at Ces- 
area, and how Gentiles as well as Jews had 
been converted to the new faith, were puzzled 
tb know what it meant, for they too, like all 
other Jews, had their prejudices. They even 
began to conclude that something must be 
wrong, m the conduct of Peter ; and they were 
anxious to see him. 

Peter soon returned. When his arrival be- 
came known, he was called to an account for 
his conduct.* They charged him not only 
with going and preaching among the Gentiles — 
the uncircumcised — ^but of eating with them. 
The last practice,, that of eating with nations 
whom they regarded as idolaters, was, to the 
Jews, particularly offensive. 

But Peter explained the whole subject to 
them in the most simple manner from the time 
of his having the vision, on the house top, in 
Joppa, to the time of the conversion of Corne- 
lius and the subsequent baptisms and preaching 
in Cesarea ; and closed by mquiring, whether 

*This, agiin, does not look as if Peter had that kind of 
tuthority amon^ the apostles which some suppose ; or that 
kind of 9iineriority which a Pope has among his Bidhopt, and 
other church officers. ^ . 
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under these circumstances, there could remain 
any possible doubt on their minds that the Gen- 
tiles ought to have been bap'ized and admitted 
to the church, 

Peter's account of the matter and master'/ 
defence of his whole cause, proved entirely sat 
isfactory. They had not a word more of com- 
plaint to make. On the contrary, the thick 
cloud of prejudices against other nations, which 
had so long .hung over them, began to disperse, 
and they glorified God on account of it, and in 
view of the good news that he had granted 
** repentance unto life," to other nations, as well 
as their own. 

For a little while after this, we hear no more 
of Peter ; but there is reason to think, from the 
circumstances which are about to be detailed, 
that he remained for some time in Jerusalem. 
How he was particularly employed, we can 
only conjecture. But in a city as large as Je- 
rusalen* then was, and so exceedingly corrupt, 
there could not but have been enough for fifty 
apostles — ^had there been so many — to do. 
Cities are usually, at best, places of great ini- 
quity ; that b, they contain many vicious per- 
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sons, and larger fnasses of vice than can be 
accumulaied any where in the country. The 
young, who reside in the country, should re- 
joice that they are so highly favored ; while 
those who are obliged to live iathe city should 
take great care to avoid city evils and city vices. 
They should " watch ind pray" too ; for they 
may be assured there is great danger of their 
entering " into temptation." 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

PETER ONCE MORE IMPRISONED. 

We who live at this period o^ the world, 
and in these United States especially, know 
very little about persecution, in matters of reli- 
gion. We can read just such books as we 
please ; we can say and write what we please, 
if v/e do not disturb the public peace ; we can 
believe what we please ; we can go to church 
when and where we please ; in short, we can, 
as the scriptures express it, every one of us sit 
under his own vine and fig tree, having none 
to molest or make us afiraid. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LIFE OP PETEA THE APOSTLE. 169 

But it has not always been so. There has 
been persecution even in this happy land-^-in 
New England. There has been more, much 
more, in Europe ; and it is going on there to 
some extent, even now. And if ycu have ever 
read history, you know that pe)*secution raged 
in many parts of Europe several hundred years 
ago, most frightfully. 

This persecution of Christians on account of 
their religion, began almost as soon as the gos- 
pel begun to be preached. Our Savior told 
his followers that they must expect nothing 
better. "They shall (that is, they will) per- 
secute you," said he to his disciples. And on 
another occasion he went so far as to say " The 
time will come when he that killeth ycu will 
think that he doeth God service." And Paul,, 
who had seen already something of it, says also,, 
" They that will live gcd'y in Chikt Jesus 
shall (that is will) suffer per ecutoii^" 

1 have already spoken at length of ike per- 
secution of Peter and Johnj which grew cut of 
their curing the lame man at the temple. But 
persecution still more cruel now broke forth.. 
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Herod Agrippa, the Jewish king under the 
Romans, grandson of the Herod who slew the 
little children, as mentioned in the second chap- 
ter of Matthew, and nephew to Herod Antipas, 
who beheaded John the Baptist, was as wicked 
almost, as either his grandfather or his uncle. 
In his cruelty he began, at length, to harass and 
vex the early Christians.* He first put James 
the brother of John to death, and finding the 
Jews very well pleased with that, he had Peter 
also apprehended, with a view to put him to 
death as soon as the passover, and its accom- 
panying solemnities, were over. 

Having got Peter into his possession, he im- 
mediately put him in prison, and in order to 
take every precaution to prevent his escape, 
(for he had probably heard that John and he 
had escaped on a similar occasion,) sixteen 
soldiers were appointed to guard him, night and 
day, four at a time. 

How long Peter remained in prison it is 
difficult to say with exactness, because we do 
not know precisely how long before the pass- 

* It is very possible that he was encouraged in his cmelty 
hy Caligula, who was at that time the Roman £mperor,aiid a 
wicked and tyrannical man. r^r^^rrl. 
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over it was, when he was taken. Yet we 
• have no doubt he was free from any uneasiness 
about his fate, for his mind was undoubtedly 
made up to be ready for his Master's call from 
earth at any moment. He was now indeed 
willing to go with his Savior " both to prison 
and to death," were it necessary. Perhaps, 
however, he might hope to be released in a 
miraculous manner as before ; for as we have 
already seen, the Savior had told him that he 
should come to his martyrdom when he was 
old ; and as he was yet but middle aged, he 
could hardly haye expected his hour was yet 
come. Still as he could not know what tortures 
awaited him short of death, he could not but 
have felt — ^had he been governed by any but 
purely Christian principles and motives — ^no 
small apprehension in regard to the course 
Herod might take. Suspense is always pain- 
ful, of itself ; and even a holy apostle would 
not covet it. 

The other apostles and the Christians at 
Jerusalem generally, were engaged in daily fer- 
vent prayer to God for his life. Probably they 
often met together at different places for this 
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purpose, as well as prayed in their closets. 
What effect their prayers had, or how they may 
have been connected with the events that fol- 
lowed, none but the great Author and Hearer 
of prayer can fully know. We know that they 
prayedy and that Peter was miraculously liber- 
ated. But we believe much more. We be- 
lieve that the fervent prayers which went up 
to God, in his behalf, were somehow or other 
connected witli his escape; and we doubt 
whether the latter would have taken place 
without the agency of the former. 

But to come to the particulars of h'ls rescue. 
The night before the passover, as he was fast 
asleep between two soldiers, and bound to 
them, by a chain to each hand or arm, and 
guarded without the door by otlier soldiers, a 
strong and powerful light burst forth in his dark 
cell, and a celestial messenger at tliat instant 
appeared, giving him a gentle blow on the side, 
and saying, " Rbe up, quickly." So remark- 
ably was the agency of God manifested that the 
chams fell from his hands instantly, and he rose 
up as he was directed. The angel then told 
him to gird on, or put on his clothes and his 
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sandals, which he did ; and then his mantle or 
outer garment. 

The angel now proceeded out of the prison, 
ordering Peter to follow him. This he found 
no difficulty in doing, for the soldiers had not 
awaked, and God had so arranged the matter 
that they met with no opposition at the outer 
doors. Having passed the first and second 
watches — ^where the guards, too, were prob- 
ably asleep, they came to the outer gate, a 
strong heavy iron one ; but this, though strong- 
ly fastened before they came to it, opened in- 
stantly without touching it, and they went on 
into the city. Having gone together tlirough 
one street, the angel disappeared, leaving Peter 
at his full liberty. 

Hitherto, though Peter had followed, im- 
plicitly, the directions of the angel, it had not 
appeared to him as a reality. On the contrary 
he sup{K)sed all was a dream or vision. But 
when the angel came to leave him in the streets 
of Jerusalem, it brought him to himself. Surely, 
thought he, this could have been none other 
than an angel sent to me by my blessed Lord 
to deliver me out of the hands of Herod and 
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the Jews. And so in the end it turned out, 
sure enough. 

When he had thought sufficiently on the 
matter, and considered well what to do and 
where to go, he proceeded to the house of 
Mary. It was not Mary the motlier of Jesus. 
She, probably, lived iii Jerusalem, at that time, 
with the beloved John, tlie evangelist. But 
the Mary here referred to was the mother of 
John Mark, a young man who afterwards trav- 
eled in company with Paul and Barnabas. 

Did he find any body awake at this hour of 
the night ? We know not how late it was. 
Perhaps it was not yet midnight. But late as 
it was, it was not too late to pray, especially, 
on such an occasion. Peter was to be put to 
death the next day, for any thing they knew. 
Though they had prayed for him earnestly, 
many days — perhaps many weeks — and their 
prayer seemed not to be heard, they had no 
idea of giving up the matter. By no means. 
They were not the persons to give it up so. 
" As long as there was life, there was hope," 
they might have said ; and if they did not say 
it, they probably thought so. Both men and 
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women were collected ; and perhaps also some 
of the apostles. The case probably seemed al- 
most a desperate one ; yet they still persevered. 

But in the midst of this very prayer-meeting, 
when they knew not that a single soul in all 
the city of Jerusalem was awake but themselves 
and the watchmen, somebody comes to the 
outer gateway, and knocks on the door. Out 
goes Rhoda,* a servant girl, to see who could 
be knocking at that time of night; but on in- 
quiring who was there^-for in the darkness of 
the night she could not probably see him — ^she 
heard the voice of Peter ! Overjoyed at the 
sound, she forgot to open the gate, but ran in 
and told them Peter was there. 

They thought the girl was deranged. Peter 
there, at that time of night ! It seemed m- 
credible. She said it was certainly so. They 
then concluded it must be a ministering angel 
who had for some purpose or another, assumed 
the apostle's shape. 

But Peter continued knocking, and when 

* Dr. Doddridge in his commentary calls her name Rost, 
which he says was the true meaning of the word. The name 
of females, as well as of males had, among the Jews their par- 
ticular meanings. Thus Rhoda signified a rose } Susannah, a 
lilly ; Hedesaa, a myrtle j Tamai, a palm tree, fcc^^ 
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thej had recovered a little from their surprise, 
thejr went to the gate and opened it ; and lo ! 
Peter it was, sure enough. What an answer 
to their prayers ! What must have been their 
joy ! — ^Perhaps we can form a faint opinion of 
this jfrom the fact that Peter had to beckon to 
them with his hand before he could silence 
them so as to be heard. When all was quiet, 
he related to them the story of his miraculous 
deliverance, and ended by requestmg them to 
go and tell James * and the other brethren of 
his escape, that they might rejoice with them. 

As soon as day dawned, and the keepers of 
the prison, and the soldiers who were on guard, 
found that Peter was gone, there was a very 
great tumult among them. For the guards, 
awaking, as probably they did, out of a sound 
sleep, could of course give no account of him, 
and as their lives were endangered by their 
negligence, (it bemg death for a Roman sol- 



* The James whom Herod had so recently slain, was one 
of the sons of Zebedee. The James here referred to must 
have been either a son of Joseph, by a first wife, or the broth- 
er of his wife Mary, the mother of the Savior ; or James the 
less, as he was sometimes called. He appears to have re- 
sided much of his time at Jerusalem. It was ho who wrote 
the Epistle which goes by his name. 
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dier to sleep while on guard,) it is natural to 
suppose that their suspicion of treachery on the 
part of others, joined to their terror, should 
have made them loud and clamorous. , 

As Peter was not to be found, their worst 
fears were soon realized. Having sought for 
him without success, Herod had the keepers 
strictly examined, but as he could obtain from 
them no information concerning him, he ordered 
them all to be executed. 

This cruel prince, himself, came to a most 
untimely end. Having become vain, haughty, 
and impious, as well as tyrannical and cruel, he 
was smitten by a strange disease, which, ac- 
cording to Josephus, carried him off in a very 
few days. The writer of the Acts speaks as 
if he was eaten or devoured by intestmal 
worms ; and the account given by Josephus 
is not materially different. To .the rest of 
the story of his remarkable death, Josephus 
adds some, very strange statements, that inay 
be worth your perusal once, but would hardly 
repay the trouble of repeatbg in this place. 
15 
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CHAPTER XL, 



But where was Peter during the search made 
by Herod ? Was he secreted somewhere, by 
the Christians of Jerusalem ? This is not prob- 
able. We are told that he left the house of 
Mary, and went into another place ; but what 
other place is referred to, it is impossible to tell ; 
and hardly possible to conjecture. There is 
reascHi to believe that he went out of Jerusa- 
lem. The papal writers say — so Dr. Dod- 
dridge observes — that he went at once to Rome, 
and there resided, previously to his crucifixion, 
twenty-five years. But this, too, is wholly im- 
probable* 

There is one thing to be considered, before 
we go any further. Since Peter had the Sa- 
vior's assurance that he would come to old age, 
and since he had now been imprisoned at least 
three times — ^twice miraculously delivered — 
why had he not become careless of his own 
safety ? Why did he leave Jerusalem at all, if 
indeed he did leave it ? Not a few persons, so 
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situated, would by this time have become fool- 
hardy ; and would have at least remamed where 
they were. 

Perhaps the only true answer that can be 
made to the question why Peter left Jerusalem, 
is, that he was now a true disciple of his Mas- 
ter, and had imbibed a full measure of his spirit. 
When circumstances — duty I should say rather 
— ^required it, he was not afraid to stand forth 
boldly in defiance — ^not merely of persecution 
and punishment, but— of death itsdf ; but 
when not impelled by a sense of duly, he acted 
like a prudent man, and escaped from the im- 
pending danger. No wbe man will stand still 
and let his very breath be pelted out of bim by 
the falling hail, when there is a shelter at hand 
to which he can retire, with the most perfect 
freedom, and escape fh)m the threatening storm. 

Erasmus speaks of an ancient tradition 
among the Jews that Peter, at the time of his 
sudden disappearance firom Jerusalem, just men- 
tioned, was transformed,, perhaps by magic art, 
into some form or shape different from his own. 
But thb is too idle a whim almost to mention. 

The next we hear of Peter was about eight 
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years afterward. I say the next, but it is im- 
possible to say this, for be might possibly have 
written one or both of his epistles during this 
long period. One of these epistles was written 
from Babylon, but whether is meant a place 
by that name in Egypt, or the Chaldean 
Babylon, commentators are by no means agreed 
among themselves. Where there is so much 
of uncertainty even among those who have de- 
voted, as it were, tlieir whole lives to the sub- 
ject, it does not become me to hazard an 
opinion. 

I have said that nothing is known with cer- 
tainty of Peter till eight years after his escape 
from Jerusalem. At this period a great coun- 
cil of the apostles and elders was convened in 
Jerusalem at which Peter was evidently present, 
and in the results of which he was concerned. 
I here refer to a curious fact in Peter's history. 
An error of a singular nature had crept in 
among the Jewish converts to Chrbtianity; 
which was that those who were converted from 
other nations ought to be circumcised, and keep 
the whole Jewish law, — a notion contrary to 
the whole ^ tenor and spirit of Christianity. At 
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this council Peter bad been one of the most for- 
ward to procure a decree in favcHr of the Gen- 
tiles, releasing them from the observance of the 
Jewish ceremonies, and only requiring that they 
should avoid pollutions of idols, fornication, ani- 
mals killed by strangling, and blood. 

A decree of this kind had been made out, 
ugned by all the apostles and elders, and circu- 
lated as extensively as there were any converts 
to Christianity ; or at least. Gentile converts. 
It was received with unbounded joy, and had 
the most happy effects. 

It has just been observed that Peter was 
greatly concerned in these results. I refer to 
the foUowbg circumstance. 

Not long after the decree was passed, Peter 
went to Antioch, and having occasion to spend 
some time there, fell into a very serious practi- 
cal error. Knowing that as Christians the Mo- 
saic law was no longer binding on the con- 
science, and strengthened by the late decree, in 
the belief that the kingdom of heaven does not 
con»st in meats and drinks, but in ^^ righteous- 
ness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, " 
15* 
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he did not hesitate to eat and drink freely with 
the Gentile converts. But no sooner did Jew- 
ish converts make their appearance than he 
" separated " himself from the Gentiles, for fear 
of mcuning the Jews' displeasure. This, as Dr. 
Scott justly remarks, wa^ showing " more fear 
of man than regard to the truth of the gospel." 

Had Peter been infallible, like the Pope, or 
rather as the Pope claims to be, this conduct^ 
would have been wholly unaccountable. For 
it is most obvious that Peter was wrong ; be- 
sides Paul says, expressly, that he withstood 
him to the face, " because he was to be 
blamed." And beyond all this, Peter does not 
appear to have been at all offended with the plain- 
ness of Paul, or to have said one word in self 
defence. A most unaccountable affair, all this, 
if Peter was higher in authority than the rest 
of them. 

Peter's error, while it shows him to be a frail 
man still, notwithstanding the length of time he 
had been in the school of Christ, shows also that 
his character — ^his temper especially — ^was 
greatly improved. It is a sign of improvement 
when a man of Peter's temperament has learn- 
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ed to bear reproof, especially in public, as this 
was given. It is wonderful, indeed, that he 
should have fallen in this manner ; but it is 
more wonderful still that he should have risen 
again so nobly ; that is by admitting, at once, 
his fault, and evincing the sincerity of his re- 
pentance by his reformation. 

We hear no more of his errors* Nor do we 
know any thing more about him with certainty, 
except what can be gathered fipom the predic- 
tions of the Savior ; a few conjectures derived 
jGx)m tradition, and from the writings of unin- 
spired men ; I say conjectures — ^for we cannot 
call them any thing better — deserve a separate 
consideration. 



CHAPTER XU. 

THE CONCLUSION. 

EusEBius, a learned historian, tells as that 
Origen, an early Christian writer, has, in an ex- 
position of Genesis, the following remarks. 

" Peter is supposed to have preached to the 
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Jews of the dispersion in Poixtus^ Galatia, Bithy* 
nia, Cappadocia, and Asia. And at length 
coniing to Rome, he was crucified with his bead 
downwards, himself havmg desired that it might 
be in that manner." 

Other writers think that when Peter left Je» 
rusalem he went mto Chaldea, whence be 
wrote, as they suppose, one of his epistles. 
Others, still, think he went to Antioch, and sub* 
sequendj traveled into Pontus^ Galatia, Cap- 
padocia, Asia and Bithynia, as Origen also 
supposed. If be did travel in those countries, 
he might have staid there many years. 

That he met death in Rome, during the per- 
secution under Nero, is, I suppose, the univer- 
sal opinion. The Catholics, indeed, pretend to 
pomt out the spot where be was buried. From 
the words of our Savior's prediction, and fiom 
the consideration that this mode of inflicting 
death was very common m Rome at that time, 
it is also most likely be was crucified. But all 
else is probably fable, or at least intermixed 
with it. There can be no doubt that he died 
as he lived, a fiiend of God and ti man ; and 
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that he entered at once upon the joys reserved 
for him in the bosom of his ai^d our Savior. 

It is certainly not a little remarkable that the 
Bible records the particulars of so few deaths. 
The death of John the Baptist, that of Stephen, 
that of James the son of Zebedee, those of Ju- 
das and Ahab, those of Ananias and Sapphira, 
and those of the malefactors on the cross with 
our Savior, are among the more conspicuous. 
The decease of Lazarus, of the widow's son at 
Nain, of Tabitha and a few others, are indeed 
adverted to, incidentally, as subjects of miracu- 
lous interference. But except in the case of 
Stephen there is nothing which bears any re- 
semblance to that detail of sickness and death 
and those saymgs and domgs of the departed, 
which are made so much of at the present day. 
It has sometimes seemed to me that the first 
Christians, whether inspired or uninspired, did 
not lay much stress on the manner of our de- 
parture from this world. They seem to have 
taken it for granted that he who lived well, 
would of course die well. 

Many readers have probably heard the story 
of the last words of Mr. Baxter ; how eagerly 
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they were received and published ; and how, 
after he was supposed to be dying, he revived 
and had more conversation with those around 
him, which was also published to a gaping 
world under the bead, ^^ More last words of 
Mr. Baxter.*' Now this propensity, every 
where in the community, especially among 
Christians, to hear or read the last words of 
Mr. Baxter, or somebody else, ought, m my 
view, to be repressed rather than encouraged. 

And yet it is encouraged — greatly encour* 
aged. The man or woman who despised a 
minbter during his or her whole lifetime, has 
often sent for one upon the bed of death, 
when it was evident no more could be done for 
the soul, than the physician could do for the 
body. The minister who has never visited a 
certain neighbor, for twenty years before, wDl 
consent to go and talk with him when he is 
about to breathe his last. And tlie aching heart 
of many a parent, and husband, and wife, and 
brother, and sister, and child, who had scarcely 
welcomed the thought of God to their minds 
once in a whole lifetime, has been soothed (and 
probably, by the way, hardened) by a few ex- 
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torted or half-extorted lajst words. Children's 
books, above all — ^religious books of biography, 
I mean — ^have too frequently abounded in de- 
tails of long sickness and painful and hopeless 
departures, and every thing of a kind to do little 
good to those who read them, but rather, as it 
b verily believed, much harm. At the least, 
the evil which is done by them seems to me to 
overbalance greatly the good. 

But the Bible is not such a book. It con- 
tains a great fiind not only of history, political 
and domestic economy, and philosophy ; but it 
is an almost inexhaustible source of biography ; 
the study of living character — set forth in the 
simplest and most appropriate manner* This 
bodk does not abound in long, dry, and repul- 
sive details of sickness and the last words of the 
•d)ring; nor even of death-bed repentance.— 
The fact that only one person-— the thief on 
the cross — ^is mentioned in the Bible as truly 
repenting in the last moments of life, is enough 
to make us look upon many of these last-word 
matters of the present day, not only with sus- 
picion, but with regret. 
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Let us study, with intense interest, the history 
of Peter, and Paul, and John, and David, and, 
above all, of Jesus Christ. Let us study to 
know how they lived and acted among men, 
and how. and in what manner they exerted 
an influence. Let us learn in the conclu- 
sion, if we may, how they died ; but except 
in the case of the Savior, let us not lay much 
stress on this last point. As the tree falls so 
it lies, is an old maxim ; or in the language 
of scripture, " if it fall toward the south, or to- 
ward the north, in the place where the tree fall- 
eth there it shall be." As our characters shall 
be found in the sight of God when our bodies 
return to dust, and our spirits to him who gave 
them^ and as our affections then are, so they 
will remain. " He that is filthy," in the sense 
•of the Bible, will "be filthy still ;" and " he 
{that is holy" will "be holy still :" nor will 
there be any change through eternity. 

END. 
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